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Still  in  thy  right  Hand  carry  gentle  Peace, 
To  filence  envious  Tongues.     Be  juft,  and  fear  not 
Let  all  the  Ends  thou  aim'ft  at,  be  thy  Country's, 
Thy  God's,  and  Truth's ;  then,  if  thou  fall'ft — 
Thou  fall'ft  a  bleffed  Martyr. 
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TO   THE 


INCORPORATED    TRADES 


OF 


ABERDEEN. 


TTITHEN  I  entered  on  the  Inquiry,  the 
refult  of  which  I  now  prefent  to  you, 
I  forefaw  fome  difficulties  in  the  way,  which 
were  not  to  be  eafily  furmounted. 

To  form  an  impartial  fketch  of  the  life 
and  character  of  Dr.  Guild  was  impoffible, 
from  any  thing  tranfmitted  to  us  concern 
ing 
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ing  him,  by  the  Public  Hiftorians  of  the 
eventful  period,  in  which  he  lived.  A  tef- 
timony,  apparently  given  under  the  in 
fluence  of  ftubborn  prejudice,  like  that 
of  Spalding,  who  has  endeavoured  to  blaft 
the  reputation  of  this  eminent  man,  was 
not  much  to  be  trufted.  It  was  not,  how 
ever,  to  be  peremptorily  rejected,  without 
fufficient  evidence  of  its  being  falfe.  The 
grounds  of  bold  aflertions  were  to  be  ex 
amined,  and  facts  afcertained  beyond  a 
doubt,  by  recourfe  to  Authentic  Records, 
and  to  every  other  fource  of  faithful  in 
formation. 

The  object  I  had  in  view  was  important, 
and  worth  much  trouble.  It  was  not 
merely  to  gratify  curiofuy,  but  to  do  juf- 
tice  to  a  character,  of  fome  undeniable  ex 
cellence;  and  to  clear  it,  from  the  afper- 
lions  of  petulant  obloquy.  How  far  my 

en* 


endeavours  have  been  fuccefsful,  I  leave 
to  the  judgment  of  others. 

Of  the  fketch  here  given,  I  (hall  only 
fay,  that  if  it  be  erroneous,  in  any  refped, 
it  is  not  wilfully  fo.  It  has  been  drawn 
from  authorities  generally  accounted  cre 
dible  ;  and  it  refts  on  proofs,  which  are 
feldom  fuppofed  to  be  fallacious. 

To  You,    the  Incorporated  Trades   of 
Aberdeen,  for  whofe  perufal  it  was  chiefly 
intended,  I  know,  it  will  be  acceptable,  as 
a  tribute  of  refpe6t  to  the  memory  of  one, 
whom  you  havejuft  caufe  to  honour;  and 
as  a  mark  of  attention  to  your  wifhes,  from 
Your  affectionate  Friend, 
And  Patron, 

JAMES  SHIRREFS, 


ADVER, 


ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


THE  fubjecJ  of  detail  in  the  following 
Jheets  is,  in  a  certain  degree,  limited  and  locaL — 
Some  perfons,  however,  who  have  perufed  them, 
and  on  whofe  judgment  the  Author  would,  in  mojl 
cafes,  rely  more  than  on  his  own,  have  fuggejied 
that  the  memoirs  they  contain  may  be  acceptable  to 
many  readers,  who  have  no  particular  connexion 
with  the  place,  where  the  fcene  of  Dr.  Guild9 s  be- 
nejicence  lay. 

In  deference  to  this  opinion,  and  that  thofe  who 

applied  for   copies,    after    the  former   edition  was 

fold  off,  might  not  be  difappointed,  a  new  edition  of 

the  Inquiry    into  the  Life  of  Dr.  GUILD,    is  pre- 

fented  to  the  public. 


AN    INQUIRY, 


"  I  HAVE  often  thought,"  fays  a  cele 
brated  writer,  "  that  there  has  rarely  paf- 
"  fed  a  life,  of  which  a  judicious  and 
"  faithful  narrative  would  not  be  ufeful." 
In  this  fentiment,  many  will  entirely  agree; 
and,  of  thofe  who  have  formed  an  opi 
nion  fomewhat  different,  few  will  refufe 
to  acknowledge,  that  the  page  of  Biogra- 
B 


1O  AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE 


phy,  as  a  record  of  thofe  who  have  me 
rited  the  honours  of  a  lafting  name,  is  too 
feldom  devoted  to  the  lives  of  Literary 
Men, 

It  is  full  of  the  intrigues  of  Courtiers, 
the  fchemes  of  Statefmen,  and  the  exploits 
of  Warriours  ;  while  it  rarely  celebrates 
the  refearches  of  the  Philofopher,  or  the 
humble  labours  of  the  Divine. 

Yet  he,  whofe  life,  however  devoid  of 
varied  incident,  has  been  fpent  in  extend 
ing  the  boundaries  of  Science,  or  the  em* 
pire  of  Truth,  is  furely  more  worthy  to 
be  had  in  remembrance,  than  the  mini 
ons  of  Princes,  or  the  cruel  ravagers  of 
countries. 

Whatever  has  any  reference  to  the  life 
and  character  of  fuch  a  man,  will  be  ac 
ceptable  and  interefting  to  thofe,  who  ad 
mire  genius,  or  who  love  virtue.  Even 

the 
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the  fimple  record  of  his  name  and  parent 
age  ;  the  education  he  received ;  the  fla- 
tion  he  occupied ;  and  the  benevolence  he 
difplayed ;  will  be  gratifying  to  pofterity, 
while  there  remains,  in  human  fociety,  any 
reverence  for  the  memory  of  its  brighteft 
ornaments,  and  moft  eftimable  friends. 

The  reverend  Divine,  of  whom  my  in 
quiry  has  traced  the  following  Memoirs, 
was  the  fon,  and,  it  feems  probable,  the 
only  fon,  of  an  eminent  artificer  in  Aber 
deen.  He  had  three  fitters,  (Jean,  Chri- 
ftian,  and  Margaret)  two  of  whom  furviv- 
ed  him,  and  fucceeded  to  a  part  of  his 
eftate.  Jean  was  married  to  David  An- 
derfon  of  Finzeauch,  celebrated  in  the  Sta- 
tiftical  Account  of  Aberdeen,  as  fo  emi 
nent  for  his  Philofophical  knowledge  and 
abilities,  that  he  was  commonly  called 
Davie  do  Jthing.  She  died  before  her  bro- 

B  2  ther, 
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ther,  and  bequeathed  a  very  confiderable 
fum,  "  for  the  maintenance  and  education 
"  of  poor  orphans."  Chriftian  was  unmar 
ried,  at  the  time  of  her  brother's  death. 
Margaret,  the  other  furviving  fifter,  was 
married  to  Thomas  Cufhnie,  Glazier. 

The  names  of  fome  of  Mr.  Guild's  other 
relations  and  kinfmen  are  alfo  tranfmitted 
to  us ;  but  if  he  ever  had  a  brother,  there 
is  no  mention  of  him,  in  any  record  or 
paper  from  which  information  concerning 
his  family  could  be  expedted. 

In  Aberdeen,  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
there  is  not  a  public  regifter  of  births  or 
baptifms,  of  fo  ancient  a  date  as  the  year 
one  thoufandfive  hundred  and  eighty  fix.  It  is, 
however,  fufficiently  afcertained,  by  other 
authentic  evidence,  that  he  was  born  in 
that  year,  though  the  particular  day  of  his 
birth  cannot  now  be  known. 

His 
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His  father,  Matthew  Guild,  was  a  mem 
ber  of  the  Corporation  of  Hammermen. 
Being  one  of  thofe  who  were  called  Ar 
mourers,  and  induftrious  in  his  profeffion, 
it  was  not  extraordinary  if  he  attained 
opulence,  at  a  time  when  there  were  few 
articles  fo  much  in  demand  as  arms.  He 
was  able,  it  is  certain,  to  fupport  his  fa 
mily  decently,  and  to  afford  his  fon  the 
advantage  of  a  liberal  education. 

The  young  man  was  accordingly  placed 
under  the  care  of  proper  teachers,  as  foon 
as  he  could  profit  by  inftrudion ;  and  his 
progrefs,  in  the  common  rudiments  of 
learning,  was  fuch  as  to  qualify  him  early 
for  fomething  higher.  Fortunately  he 
had  not  far  to  go,  for  the  neceflary  means 
of  further  improvement.  The  New  College 
of  Aberdeen,  as  it  was  then  called,  found 
ed  by  George  Earl  Marifchal,  had  been 

B  3  lately 
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lately  opened  for  the  reception  of  ftudents. 
A  confiderable  number  had  been  admit 
ted,  and  feveral  clafles  regularly  formed, 
when  William  Guild  was  entered  to  this  fe- 
minary. 

He  had  here  an  opportunity  of  ftudying 
under  a  few  learned  men,  all  the  ufual 
branches  of  academical  fcience.  It  is 
highly  probable,  that  he  applied  with 
much  diligence  and  fuccefs,  to  his  ftudies 
in  general ;  but  that  which  he  feems  to 
have  relimed  moft,  and  to  which  he  pecu 
liarly  devoted  himfelf,  was  Theology. 

The  want  of  a  Profeflbr  of  Divinity,  in 
the  New  College,  appears,  at  this  time,  to 
have  been  fupplied,  by  fome  one  of  the 
Profeflbrs  already  eftablifhed.  Perhaps  the 
ftudents  had  alfo,  as  they  now  have,  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  theological  lec 
tures,  given  in  like  manner,  in  the  neigh 
bouring 
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'bouring  Univerfity ;  for  even  in  King's 
College,  a  particular  endowment  for  fuch 
ledures  had  not  yet  been  made. 

The  proficiency  of  Mr.  Guild,  by  whom- 
foever  his  ftudies  in  theology  were  con- 
duded,  did  great  honour  to  his  matters. 
Scarcely  had  the  time  elapfed,  which  or 
dinarily  pafifes  in  the  obfcurity  of  juvenile 
years,  when  he  became  known  to  the 
public,  as  an  author.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
two,  he  publifhed  a  treatife,  entitled,  The 
new  Sacrifice  of  Chriftian  Incen/e  ;  or,  the  true 
Entry  to  the  Tree  of  Life,  and  Gracious  Gatt 
of  glorious  Paradife. 

This  book,  printed  at  London  in  the 
year  1608,  was  dedicated  "  to  the  amiable 
"  Prince  Henry,  to  Charles  Duke  of  York, 
"  and  to  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  ;"  the  un 
fortunate  family  of  King  James  I.  whofe 
future  days  were  far  from  being  fo  prof- 
B  4  perous 
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perous,  as  thofe  of  their  youth  had  feemed 
to  forebode. 

It  is  impoffible  now,  to  trace  the  feries 
of  Mr.  Guild's  works.  There  are,  how 
ever,  obvious  reafons  for  thinking,  that 
this  was  his  firft  production.  His  next, 
was  a  little  work,  which  he  published  the 
fame  year,  under  the  title  of  ^he-only  Way 
to  Salvation  ;  or,  the  Life  and  Soul  of  true 
Religion.  This  book  alfo  was  printed  at 
London. 

The  national  prejudice  of  the  Englifij 
againft  the  Scots,  which,  about  this  time, 
many  things  had  concurred  to  inflame, 
might  have  tempted  a  writer,  lefs  attach 
ed  to  his  country  than  Mr  Guild,  to  con 
ceal  the  circumftance  of  his  having  been 
born  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Tweed. 

But  our  author  had  no  defire  to  pafs  for 
what  be  was  not ;  and  announced  without 

re- 
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referve,  on  his  firfl  performance,  that  it 
came  from  the  pen  of  a  Scotchman. 

How  different  was  the  condud  of  Mal 
let  the  poet!  Of  him  it  is  faid,  that,  having 
cleared  his  tongue  from  his  native  pronun 
ciation,  fo  as  to  be  no  longer  diftinguiflied 
as  a  Scot,  he  feemed  inclined  to  difencum- 
ber  himfelf  from  all  adherences  of  his  ori 
ginal,  and  took  upon  him  to  change  his 
name,  from  Scotch  Malloch  to  Englifh  Mal 
let,  without  any  imaginable  reafon  of  pre 
ference,  which  the  eye  or  ear  can  difcover. 
This  is  remarked  by  Dr.  Samuel  Jobnfon,  a 
writer  nowife  partial  towards  Scotland,  as 
an  inftance  of  Mallet's  difrefpeft  to  his  na 
tive  country,  of  which  the  Do6lor  could 
not  approve.  It  was  certainly  a  puerile 
affectation,  unworthy  of  an  ingenuous 
mind,  and  exhibits  a  ftrikihg  contraft  to 
the  manly  franknefs  of  Mr.  Guild. 

Both 
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Both  the  treatifes  1  have  mentioned  ap 
pear  to  have  been  written,  before  he  had 
entered  into  holy  orders.  No  mark,  deno 
ting  the  clerical  charader,  is  annexed  to 
his  name,  on  either  of  them  ;  while,  in  his 
fubfequent  publications,  it  is  commonly 
••accompanied,  among  other  marks  of  dif- 
tinction,  with  the  venerable  addition  of 
Minlfter  of  God's  Word. 

It  is  not  always  fortunate  for  an  author 
to  meet  with  high  approbation,  on  his  firfl 
efTay.  Nothing  has  a  more  pernicious  in 
fluence  on  rifing  genius,  than  extravagant 
and  univerfal  praife.  Elated  by  unexpec 
ted  and  unuiual  fuccefs,  the  young  adven 
turer  for  literary  fame  is  apt  to  over-rate 
his  abilities ;  to  write  too  much,  and  to 
publifh  too  haftily. 

Mr.  Guild,  though  abundantly  fuccefs- 
ful,  had  ftill  the  good  fenfe  to  avoid  thefe 

errors 
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errors.  His  writings  were  neither  volu 
minous,  nor  fuperficial ;  but  judicioufly 
concife ;  and  confined  to  fubjects  which 
he  was  well  qualified  to  difcufs.  Of  this 
character,  atleaft,  are  all  his  performances, 
which  the  writer  of  thefe  memoirs  has  had 
accefs  to  fee.  It  may  be  added,  that  how 
ever  favourably  his  trads,  in  1608,  were  re 
ceived,  he  did  not,  for  more  than  ten  years 
after,  offer  any  other  efTay  to  the  public. 

The  commencement  of  his  miniftry  was 
of  the  fame  date,  with  that  of  his  reputa 
tion  as  an  author. 

It  was  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hun 
dred  and  eight,  that  he  was  called  to  the 
paftoral  charge  of  the  parifh  of  King-Ed- 
ward,  in  the  prelbytery  of  Turriff,  and 
fynod  of  Aberdeen.  Here,  in  rural  quiet, 
little  appreheniive  of  the  ftorms  he  had  af 
terwards  to  encounter,  he  pafled  fome  of 

his 
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his  happieft  years.  Amidft  the  laborious 
duties  of  his  office,  in  a  parifh  of  confide- 
rable  extent,  he  had  the  fupport  of  a  mind 
confcious  of  doing  good,  and  the  ftrong 
encouragement  of  a  grateful  people. 

The  tender  endearments  of  conjugal  af- 
fedtion  were  added  to  his  other  comforts, 
by  his  marriage  to  Mrs.  Katharine  Rowen, 
daughter  of —  Rowen,  or  Holland,  of  Dif- 
blair,  which  took  place  in  the  year  1610. 
As  they  had  no  children,  he  knew  not  the 
cares,  nor  the  pleafures  of  a  father ;  but, 
he  had  cares  of  another  kind,  in  which 
this  amiable  woman  was  deftined  to  fhare, 
and  which  her  fweet  fociety  helped  him 
to  fuftain. 

The  particulars  of  the  life  of  a  man  of 
any  eminence,  cannot  poflibly  be  flated, 
without  incidental  mention  of  the  conduct 
of  other  perfons,  with  whom  he  was  con 
nected  ; 
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neded ;  and  of  the  public  tranfadions  of 
the  age,  in  which  he  lived.  Mr.  Guild 
had  not  been  long  Minifter  at  King-Ed 
ward,  when  his  prudence  and  abilities  be 
came  necefiary  in  affairs  of  much  greater 
magnitude  than  thofe  of  his  parochial 
charge. 

King  "James,  from  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne  of  England,  had  formed  a  defign. 
of  bringing  the  Scottifh  clergy  to  an  en 
tire  conformity  to  the  Englifh  church. 
Proceeding,  at  firft,  with  the  moft  wary 
circumfpedion,  and  nice  difcernment ;  ob- 
ferving  the  proper  time ;  foothing,  and 
giving  way,  when  he  perceived  it  to  be  ne- 
cefTary  ;  he  had  procured,  in  the  year  1610, 
the  introduction  of  a  kind  of  epifcopacy 
into  Scotland.  But  as  there  was  no  li 
turgy,  and  as  the  Bifhops  had  little  more 
of  power,  or  of  revenue,  than  the  inferior 

clergy; 
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clergy ;  the  King  was  very  defirous  of 
having  this  defeft  fupplied,  and  of  eftabli- 
fhing  Epifcopacy,  in  its  full  authority  and 
luftre.  FA] 

Accordingly,  in  the  year  1617,  after 
fourteen  years  abfence  from  Scotland,  he 
refolved  to  vifit  that  kingdom ;  that  he 
might  try,  in  perfon,  what  could  be  done, 
for  the  advancement  of  his  favourite 
fcheme.  He  was  attended,  on  this  vifit, 
by  a  fuitable  retinue  ;  but  by  no  perfon, 
more  juftly  deferving  of  refpe6l,  than  Dr. 
Lancelot  Andrews^  Bifhop  of  Ely  ;  who  was 
one  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England,  and 
was  alfo,  on  this  occafion,  named  a  Privy 
Counfellor  for  Scotland.  To  this  worthy 
Prelate,  for  whom  he  had  the  higheft  ef- 
teem,  K.  James  committed  the  manage 
ment  of  the  delicate  and  important  bu- 
fmefs,  which  his  Majefty  had  fo  much  at 

heart ; 
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heart ;  and,  in  which  if  any  one  could 
have  been  fuccefsful,  it  would  have  been 
the  learned,  the  pious,  and  the  meek 
Bffiop  Andrews. 

The  firft  ftep,  which  his  prudence  fug- 
gefted,  was  to  confult  the  moft  eminent  of 
the  clergy  of  Scotland.  Among  thefe,  he 
particularly  diftinguifhed  Mr.  Guild,  by 
marks  of  uncommon  attention  and  regard. 
Though  the  King  had  been  obliged  to  de- 
fift  from  an  attempt,  to  reftore  the  Bifhops 
and  Chapters  to  their  temporalities,  a  Na 
tional  Synod  had,  under  the  royal  autho 
rity,  lately  been  held  at  Aberdeen,  with  a 
view  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  public  li 
turgy.  Of  this  Aflembly  the  Archbifhop 
of  St.  Andrews  fat  as  Moderator,  and  his 
Majefty's  Commiffioner  was  the  Earl  of 
Montrofe.  What  concern  Mr.  Guild 
took,  on  the  occafion,  does  not  clearly  ap 
pear, 
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pear.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the  mea- 
fure  propofed  had  his  approbation  ;  and 
the  decifion  of  the  Synod  was  favourable. 
A  liturgy  was  deemed  expedient,  and  ap 
pointed  to  be  prepared,  as  foon  as  poflible, 
for  the  ufe  of  all  the  kingdom. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  conciliatory 
manner  and  moderation  of  Dr.  Andrews 
had  furmounted  many  obftacles,  when  the 
zeal  and  impatience  of  the  King  aroufed, 
by  fome  ungracious  acts,  a  latent  fpirit  of 
difcontent  and  oppofition,  which  made  it 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  abandon  the  project. 
Nor  was  there  any  thing  of  the  kind  again 
attempted,  during  the  reign  of  James. 

In  the  year  1618,  Bifhop  Andre^vs  was 
promoted  to  the  See  of  Winchefter,  and 
Mr.  Guild  foon  after  dedicated  to  him,  a 
treatife  which  he  publiftied,  under  the  title 
of  Mo/es  Unveiled. 

The 
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The  defign  of  this  work,  as  the  author 
himfelf  informs  us,  is  to  "  explain  thofe 
"  figures  which  ferved  unto  the  pattern 
"  and  fhadow  of  heavenly  things,  pointing 
"  out  the  Meffiah  Cbrift  Jefus." 

Of  the  character  and  merits  of  the  good 
Bifhop,  to  whom  it  is  infcribed,  Mr.  Guild 
fpeaks  with  much  affeclion  and  refpedt. 

Seldom,  indeed,  is  the  tribute  of  dedi 
catory  praife  fo  properly  beftowed,  as  it  was 
here.  Few  have  been  thought  to  deferve, 
and  not  many  have  obtained,  a  more  libe 
ral  portion  of  panegyric  than  Dr.  Andrews. 

But  as  a  clearer  infight  into  the  character 
of  a  great  man  is  often  procured,  by  little 
incidents,  or  cafual  and  unpremeditated 
remarks,  than  in  any  other  way,  judicious 
and  penetrating  writers  are  found  to  record 
forne  things  very  carefully,  which  to  men 
of  lefs  difcernment  may  appear  unimpor- 
C  tant 
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tant   and  trivial.     A  circumftance  of  this 
nature  is  left  on  record,    concerning  An 
drews,  which  gives  a  flrong  irftpreffion  of 
his  character.     On  the  day,  when  K,  James 
had  fuddenly  diflblved  the  Parliament,  be- 
caufe  not  fo  obfequious    as  he  wifhed,  his 
Majefty,  while  dining  in  ftate,  faid  to  the 
Bifliops    of  Durham    and    Wincbefter,    who 
were   ftanding  by  his  chair,  "  My   Lords, 
"  cannot  I  take  my  fubjeds'  money,  when 
"  I  want  it,  without    all  this  formality  in 
"  Parliament  ?"  Nealc,  Bifhop  of  Durham,  a 
fawning  courtier,  readily  anfwered,  "  God 
"forbid,  Sir,    but  you   fliould;    you  are 
"  the  breath  of  our  noflrils. "  Whereupon 
the  King  turned,  and  faid  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchefter,  "  Well,  my  Lord,  what  fay 
"  you  ?"  "  Sir,"  replied  Andrews,  modeftly, 
1 '  I  have  no  fkill  to  judge  of  Parliamentary 
"  cafes."  The  King  anfwered,  "  No  put- 

<{  o8s, 
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"  offs,  my  Lord,  anfwer  me  prefently. " 
"  Then,  Sir, "  faid  he,  "  I  think  it  lawful 
"  for  you  to  take  my  brother  Neale's  mo- 
*c  ney,  for  he  offers  it. "  It  is  not  very  dif 
ficult  to  conjecture,  how  the  King  would 
relifh  this  anfwer.  We  are  told,  that  he 
feemed  to  be  difpleafed  ;  but  he  made  no 
reply.  Which  of  the  two  Bifhops  was  moft 
deferving  of  the  favour  and  confidence  of 
his  Sovereign,  the  reader  is  left  to  judge. 

The  friendfhip  of  a  man  of  fuch  inflexi 
ble  integrity,  and  independence  of  fpirit, 
as  Bifhop  Andrews,  was  an  acquisition  of 
great  value  ;  and  Mr.  Guild  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  enjoy  it,  from  the  commence 
ment  of  their  acquaintance  to  the  end  of 
the  Biftiop's  life.  His  death,  which  hap 
pened  in  the  year  1626,  was  lamented,  in 
an  elegant  Latin  Elegy  written  by  Milton, 
C  2  and 
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and  preferved  among  the  works  of  that  ad 
mirable  poet. 

The  fame  circumftances,  which  gave  rife 
to  Mr.  Guild's  intimacy  with  Bifliop  An 
drews,  brought  him  alfo  another  very  re- 
fpecSable  and  learned  friend,  in  Dr.  Young, 
a  countryman  of  his  own,  who  was  Dean 
of  Winchefter.  By  means  of  this  gentle 
man,  who  was  in  high  favour  at  court,  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  the 
King,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Chaplains.  His  obli 
gations  to  Dr.  Young  he  acknowledges, 
in  a  dedication  to  him,  prefixed  to  a  fcrip- 
tural  piece,  called,  Tike  Harmony  of  all  the 
Prophets ;  which  appears  to  have  been 
publiflied  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
his  royal  Patron,  King  Charles  the  fir  ft. 

His  objedt,  in  this  performance,  was,  by 

a  view 
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a  view  of  the  prophecies  concerning  the 
Meffiah,  "  to  confirm  the  Chriftian,  and 
"  convince  the  Jew." 

His  Mofes  Unveiled,  and  his  Harmony  of 
the  Prophets,  were  neither  the  largeft,  nor 
the  moft  elaborate,  of  Mr.  Guild's  works; 
but  they  were  certainly  the  moft  popular 
of  all  his  performances.  Like  his  other 
treatifes,  they  are  now  become  fcarce, 
though  feveral  editions  of  them  were  pub- 
lifhed,  at  different  times,  both  in  Scotland 
and  England. 

As  his  attention  to  public  matters  did 
not  prevent  him  from  applying  diligently 
to  his  private  ftudies,  he  continued,  during 
his  refidence  at  King-Edward,  to  exercife 
his  talent  for  compofition,  and  occafion- 
ally  fent  to  the  prefs  fome  ufeful  trads. 
Moft  of  his  performances  were  of  the  po 
pular  kind,  and  all  of  them  appear  to  have 
C  3  been 
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been  adapted,  as  much  as  pofllble,  to  com 
mon  ufe  ;  but  his  literary  merit  was  ac 
knowledged  by  thofe,  who  were  more 
competent  judges  than  the  multitude. 
Men  of  learning  knew  him  to  be  learned  ; 
the  academical  honour  of  Dodor  in  Divi 
nity  was  conferred  upon  him;  and  he  was 
ranked,  while  yet  a  young  man,  among  the 
ableft  divines  in  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

The  Reformation  from  Popery,  had  oc- 
cafioned  a  variety  of  theological  contro- 
verfies,  in  which  the  Proteftant  clergy  ex 
erted  themfelves,  with  great  vigour  and 
fuccefs ;  and,  to  their  immortal  honour, 
brought  together  an  invincible  collection 
of  arguments,  againft  the  corruptions  and 
errors  of  the  Romijh  Church.  Dr.  Guild 
flood  forth,  with  his  brethren  of  the  refor 
med  churches,  in  fupport  of  the  common 
caufe. 

On 
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On  the  fide  of  Popery,  one  of  the  acuteft 
writers  was,  the  celebrated  Cardinal  Bel- 
larmin,  an  Italian  Jefuit,  who  did  great  ho 
nour  to  his  order.  He,  though  a  ftrenu- 
ous  advocate  for  the  Romifh  religion,  did 
by  no  means  agree  with  the  doftrine  of  the 
Jefuits,  in  every  point ;  nor  approve  of  fe- 
veral  expreffions  in  their  Litanies :  and 
was,  upon  the  whole,  more  candid  and  li 
beral  than  any  other  of  the  Romifli  writers. 

Among  the  Romanifts  there  were  fome, 
who  accufed  him  of  undermining  the  fa 
bric,  which  he  was  very  Ikilfully  endea 
vouring  to  prop. 

But  the  Proteftants  had  fo  much  refpeft 
for  his  learning  and  abilities,  and  accoun 
ted  his  publications  fo  deferving  of  the 
fulleft  reply,  that,  for  a  period  of  near  fifty 
years,  there  was  fcarcely  any  eminent  di- 

C  4  vine? 
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vine  amongft  them,  who  did   not   write 
againft  Bellarmin. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  be  furprifed  to 
find  Dr.  Guild  among  the  number  of  his 
antagonifts.  In  the  year  1625,  he  publifh- 
ed  a  polemical  work,  entitled,  Ignis  Yatuus ; 
or,  the  Elf -fire  of  Purgatory:  wherein  Bel 
larmin  is  confuted,  by  arguments  both  out 
of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  and  by 
his  own  proofs  out  of  the  fcriptures  and 
fathers. 

The  title  of  this  book  may  be  thought 
fomewhat  fantaftical,  but  it  was  fuited  to 
the  tafle  and  genius  of  the  age.  They, 
who  are,  in  any  meafure,  acquainted  with 
the  writings  of  that  period,  Juiow  that  fimi- 
lar  titles  were  then  very  common,  and 
given  to  the  performances  of  many  of  the 
mpft  judicious  and  learned  writers. 

An 
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An  Annex  to  this  Treatife  of  Purgatory, 
concerning  the  diftindion  of  fin  into  Mor 
tal  and  Venial,  was  afterwards  publifhed  by 
Dr.  Guild ;  and  dedicated  to  the  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  Lander  dale,  who  had  a  better 
claim  to  fuch  a  compliment  than  high  rank 
or  opulence  could  give. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  fpecimen  of  his  abi 
lities,  in  the  field  of  controverfy,  appears 
to  have  encouraged  him  to  further  exerti 
ons.  For,  his  treatife  on  the  Purgatory  of 
the  Romifh  Church,  was  foon  followed  by 
another,  which  he  publifhed  in  the  year 
1626,  on  her  pretenfions  to  Antiquity. 

This  work,  which  he  entitled  Popiflj 
glorying  in  Antiquity  turned  to  their  Shame, 
was  dedicated  to  Sir  Alexander  Gordon  of 
Cluny,  Baronet ;  and  was  defigned,  the 
Dodor  tells  us,  to  fhow  "  how  that  where- 
^  unto  they  pretend  to  carry  greater!  re- 

^  verence, 
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"  verence,  they  wrong,  vilify,  and  dif- 
"  grace  ;  and  are  moft  guilty  of  that  which 
"  they  upbraid  to  others." 

Whatever  he  had  hitherto  publifhed, 
had  been  printed  at  London.  His  next 
publication  came  from  the  prefs  of  Ed 
ward  Raban  at  Aberdeen.  It  was  called 
A  Compend  oj  the  Controverfies  of  Religion, 
and  dedicated  to  the  Countefs  of  Einzie. 

But  the  peaceful  retirement  of  the  coun 
try,  fo  favourable  to  his  ftudies,  was  now 
foon  to  be  exchanged  for  a  fituation,  in 
which  they  were  to  fuffer  a  long  and  fad 
interruption.  His  virtues,  and  his  talents, 
were  to  have  other  trials ;  and  he  appears 
little  more  as  a  writer,  for  near  twenty 
years. 

On  the  ninth  of  December  1629,  one 
of  the  paftoral  charges  in  Aberdeen  be 
came  vacant,  by  the  voluntary  refignation 

of 
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of  Mr  James  Rofs,  on  account  of  his  age 
and  infirmities.  The  Magiftrates  and 
Council,  defirous  to  fhow  every  mark  of 
refpecS  and  gratitude  to  their  retiring  paf- 
tor,  who  had  been  thirty  years  in  that  im 
portant  office,  were  in  no  hafte  to  fill  up 
the  vacancy ;  and  beftowed  on  Mr.  Rofs 
a  very  liberal  pecuniary  prefent,  that  no 
thing,  on  their  part,  might  be  wanting  to 
his  fupport  and  comfort,  in  the  decline  of 
life. 

At  laft,  when  they  found  it  neceflary  to 
eled  another  paftor,  their  choice  was  na 
turally  fixed,  on  their  townfman  Do£tor 
Guild ;  who  was  appointed  fucceflor  to 
Mr.  Rofs,  on  the  twelfth  of  January  1631. 
The  record  of  his  eledion  bears  honour 
able  teflimony  to  his  character  and  abili 
ties  ;  and  ftates,  as  the  reafonvs  for  his 
being  chofen,  his  "  having  preached  in 

"  the 
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"  the  pulpits  of  the  town,  feveral  times, 
44  to  the  contentment  and  general  applaufe 
"  of  the  whole  congregation,  and  withal 
"  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  learning, 
ct  good  life  and  converfation*." 

The  diocefs  of  Aberdeen  was,  at  that 
time,  under  the  infpedion  of  Bi/hop  Forbes 
of  Corfe,  a  man  of  great  fan6lity,  and  of 
apoftolic  vigilance  and  concern  for  thofe 
committed  to  his  care.  He  is  faid  to  have 
been  peculiarly  attentive,  to  the  parochial 
vacancies  in  New  and  Old  Aberdeen,  the 
metropolis  of  the  county,  and  the  feat  of 
the  univerfity  ;  and  to  have  employed  his 
influence,  in  fupplying  them  with  Minif- 
ters,  who  were  eminently  qualified  to  be 
ufeful,  in  fuch  a  fituation.  How  far  the 
election  of  Dr.  Guild  was  forwarded,  by 
his  recommendation  or  advice,  cannot  now 
*  Council  Regifter,  Aberdeen,  1631. 

be 
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be  known.  That  it  had  his  concurrence 
and  approbation,  there  is  good  reafon  to 
believe.  It  called  to  one  of  thofe  flations 
in  his  diocefs,  in  which  he  wras  felicitous  to 
place  men  of  diftinguiftied  merit,  a  perfon, 
in  every  refpect,  fuch  as  the  worthy  dio- 
cefan  could  have  wiftied. 

DocSor  Guild,  having  confented  to  this 
eledion,  was  removed  from  King-Edward 
to  Aberdeen,  by  the  ufual  procedure  of 
his  ecclefiaftical  fuperiours.  In  his  new 
lituation,  he  was  not  likely  to  have  much 
leifure,  but  he  had  a  reafonable  profpeft 
of  being  ufeful  and  happy.  He  was  very 
acceptable  to  the  people  committed  to  his 
care;  and  he  was  joined  to  colleagues  who 
were,  like  himfelf,  pious,  moderate,  and 
learned  men.  His  colleagues  were  Dodor 
William  Forbes,  Dodor  James  Sibbald,  and 
Dodor  Alexander  Rofs;  of  whom  Dr. 

Sib- 
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Sibbald,  though  a  man  of  fome  eminence, 
was  perhaps  the  leaft  remarkable.  The 
other  two  were  men,  not  indubitably  of 
greater  abilities  than  Dr.  Sibbald,  but  of 
greater  fame. 

Dr.  Forbes  was  the  preacher,  whom 
King  Charles,  when  he  had  heard  himf 
complimented  fo  highly  as  to  fay,  that  he 
"  was  worthy  of  having  a  Bifhopric  erected 
"  for  him ;"  a  compliment,  the  more  de- 
ferving  of  notice,  as  his  Majefty  followed 
it,  with  the  eredion  of  the  diocefe  of  Edin 
burgh  (on  the  twenty  ninth  of  September 
1633)  and  appointed  Dr.  Forbes  to  be  its 
Bifhop.  The  text  of  this  fo  much  admired 
difcourfe,  we  are  told,  was  the  twenty 
feventh  verfe  of  the  fourteenth  chapter  of 
the  gofpel  according  to  St.  John,  Peace 
I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you ; 
not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let 

not 
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not  your  heart  be  troubled,   neither  let  it   be 
afraid. 

Dr.  Rofs  was  the  well-known  author  of 
a  work,  entitled  Panfebeia,  or  a  View  of  all 
Religions,  and  the  perfon  to  whom  the 
facetious  poet,  who  gave  us  Hudibras, 
has  been  faid  to  allude,  in  the  following 
lines. 

There  was  an  ancient  fage  Philofopher, 
That  had  read  Alexander  Rofs  over ; 
And  fwore  the  world,  as  he  could  prove, 
Was  made  of  fighting,  and  of  love. 

But,  however  defervedly  Hudibras  has 
been  applauded,  as  a  compofition  of  wit 
and  humour,  one  cannot  always  approve 
the  tendency  of  what  that  poem  contains, 
nor  admit  the  juftnefs  of  the  fatire.  "  Pro- 
"  per  fatire"  fays  a  very  able  critic,  "  is 
"  diftinguifhed,  by  the  generality  of  the 
"  reflections,  from  a  lampoon,  which  is  aim. 

w  ed  againft  a  particular  perfon."     In  the 

inftance 
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inftance  before  us,  the  attack  could  not 
poffibly  be  more  indelicate,  or  more  per- 
fonal,  I  had  almoft  faid,  more  malicious. 
Whatever  were  the  defeds  of  Dr.  Rofs  as 
a  writer,  he  was  refpedable  as  a  man;  and, 
a  man  of  fenfe  and  learning,  notwithftan- 
ding  the  ludicrous  allufion,  by  which  Butler 
hath  difhonoured  him. 

Such  were  the  colleagues,  with  whom 
Dr.  Guild  was  affociated,  in  the  work  of 
the  Miniflry  at  Aberdeen.  He  was  foon 
deprived  of  Dr.  Forbes,  as  a  colleague,  by 
his  promotion  to  the  See  of  Edinburgh. 
But  he  continued  to  enjoy  the  affiflance 
of  Dr.  Sibbald  and  Dr.  Rofs,  until  the 
troubles  which  afterwards  arofe  forced  all 
the  three  to  withdraw  from  their  charge, 
to  which  Dr.  Rofs  never  returned. 

His  willing   acceptance  of  an  invitation 
to  be  one  of  their   paflors,   was    not    the 

onlv 
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'only  proof,  which  Dr.  Guild  gave  to  the 
citizens  of  Aberdeen,  of  his  difinterefted 
attachment  to  them,  and  his  anxious  de- 
fire  to  promote  their  happinefs.  Their 
public  feminaries  of  learning,  and  their 
focieties  for  the  encouragement  of  honeft 
induftry,  found  in  him  an  early,  generous, 
and  fteady  friend.  Many  years  before  he 
had  any  profpedt  of  leaving  the  parifh  of 
King-Edward,  he  became  a  benefactor  to 
Aberdeen. 

In  the  year  1623,  he  had  given  to  the 
Town  Council,  a  donation  of  a  Houfe, 
which  he  had  purchafed,  for  the  laudable 
purpofe  of  enabling  them  to  enlarge  and 
improve  the  gateway  of  Marifchal  college. 
This  was  probably  the  firft  public  ad  of 
his  munificence.  To  the  community, 
that  houfe  was,  from  its  fituation,  of  more 
than  ordinary  value.  It  was  in  the  vici- 

D  nity 
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nity  of  the  Gray  Friars  Church,  as  well  as 
of  the  college ;  and  the  ground  on  which 
it  flood  was  capable  of  being  employed, 
much  to  the  advantage  of  both  thefe  vene 
rable  buildings.  That  it  fhould  be  fo  em 
ployed,  was  what  the  worthy  Donor  had  in 
view,  and  what  the  Council  exprefsly  un 
dertook.  But  however  faithfully  they  ful 
filled  their  engagement,  unfortunately  the. 
Gray  Friars  Church  was  found  to  be  in 
need  of  more  improvement,  than  its  fhare 
of  this  little  fund  could  afford. 

The  Gray  Friars  Church  had  been  built 
by  Bifliop  Gavin  Dunbar,  and  occafionally 
repaired  by  others,  without  any  expence 
to  the  public.  But,  the  contributions  from 
private  perfons  having  failed,  and  the  pub 
lic  funds  being,  it  would  feem,  unable  to 
fupply  the  want,  this  church,  when  it  be 
came  next  an  objeft  of  Dr.  Guild's  atten 
tion^ 
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tion,  about  ten  years  after  his  former  do 
nation,  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  be  unfit 
for  the  purpofe  of  divine  fervice.  Being 
grieved  to  fee  it  fo  much  negleded,  he 
contributed  liberally  towards  its  reparation. 
By  his  bounty,  with  a  fmall  aid  from  ano 
ther  benevolent  citizen  (Mr.  Alexander 
Stewart,  Merchant)  all  its  windows  were 
glazed,  in  1633;  and  it  was  again  opened 
for  public  worfhip,  after  it  had  lain  wafte 
ieveral  years. 

In  the  year  1640,  when  the  General 
AfTembly  convened  at  Aberdeen,  the  Gray 
Friars  Church  was  commodious  enough 
to  be  fixed  upon  as  the  place,  where  they 
held  all  their  meetings.  And,  from  the 
time  of  its  being  repaired  by  Dr.  Guild  to 
the  prefent  day,  the  managers  of  the  pub 
lic  funds  have,  much  to  their  honour,  found 
means  to  fupport  fufficiently  this  ancient 

D  2  fabric. 
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fabric,  without  any    fuch  encroachments 
upon  private  charity. 

The  next,  and  the  greateft,  of  Dr.  Guild's 
public  donations,  was  given  to  the  Incor 
porated  Trades  of  Aberdeen. 

As  there  are  many  advantages  refulting 
from  the  focial  union  of  men  engaged  in 
the  fame  ufeful  profeffion,  corporations  of 
inch  perfons  have  been  formed  and  en 
couraged,  in  all  civilized  countries.  A  con- 
fiderable  number  of  artificers  and  others 
have  been  fo  united  in  Aberdeen,  under 
royal  charters  of  different,  and  fome  of 
them  of  very  ancient  dates.  It  was  long, 
however,  before  they  had,  as  a  fociety,  any 
competent  provifion  for  the  relief  of  thofe 
among  them,  who  might  be  reduced  to  a 
flate  of  indigence.  The  chief  honour  of 
fupplying  this  want,  was  refer ved  for  Dr. 
Guild ;  to  whom  the  incorporations  of 

Aber- 
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Aberdeen  are,  on  many  accounts,  under 
very  great  obligations. 

Of  this  fociety,  in  which  there  are  feven 
United  Corporations,  one  of  the  eftablifhed 
Minifters  of  Aberdeen,  is  eleded  Patron, 
and  inverted  with  certain  powers  of  Super 
intendence  and  Guardianfhip,  in  the  ma 
nagement  of  their  affairs.  Dodor  Guild 
perhaps  was  not  the  firft,  to  whom  fuch 
powers  had  been  committed  ;  but,  when 
he  became  Patron,  the  Corporations  recei 
ved  from  him,  fo  liberal  an  addition  to 
their  common  funds,  that  he  has  juftly 
been  confidered  as  the  perfon,  who  laid 
the  foundation  of  their  refpectability  and 
opulence. 

Over  the  gateway  of  an  ancient  buil 
ding,  which  he  appropriated  for  an  hof- 
pital  to  Indigent  Artificers,  are  three  or 
namented  pannels ;  placed  there  by  the 
D  3  Cor- 
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Corporations,  in  public   acknowledgment 
of  his  munificence.     [B] 

In  the  higheft  part  of  the  ornamental 
work,  are  the  words  Soli  Deo  Gloria,  encir 
cling  the  date  1632. 

On  the  pannels,  are  the  following  in- 
fcriptions, 

I. 

Fundavit  Guftelnt  R.  Scot.  ri8i. 
Under  the  Imperial  Crown  and  enfigns  ar 
morial  of  the  kingdom,  appear  the  words2 

30  y.  glorie  oj  God 

And  confort  oj  the  Poorc 

This  Hows  was  giwen 

To  the  Crafts  by  Mr.  Wiliam 

Guild  Do£lour  oj  Divinitie 

mini/ler  of  Abd:  1633. 

1L 
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II. 

Around  the  Family  Arms  of  Do&or  Guild, 
the  letters 

D. 

W.  G. 

Fundator, 

III. 

He  .  Tftat  .  Pitieth  .  The  .  Poore  .  Lendetb  . 
To  .  Tie  .  Lord  .  And  .  That  .  Which  .  He  . 
Hath  .  Given  .  Will  .  He  .  Repay  .  Prov. 

19.  17, 

In  the  records  of  the  Convener-Court,^ 
for  the  year  1632,  it  is  mentioned,  that 
"  Dodor  William  Guild,  Paftor  of  Aber- 
M  deen,  and  Patron  of  the  Traids  of  the 
"  faid  burgh,  did  mortify  and  beftow  fe- 
"  veral  annuities  and  cafualities ;  and  in 
<c  particular  did  beftow  fomewhat  freely, 
"  in  affifting  the  forefaid  Traids,  to  build 
-4<  and  repair  their  Meeting-houfe  [Hall] 

D  4  "  and 
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"  and  Chapel,  and  for  that  effect  did  ap- 
"  poynt,  that  a  faithful,  chriftian,  honeft 
"  man  (one  of  the  faid  traids)  fhall  be 
"  chofen  yearlie,  by  advice  of  the  patron, 
"  and  his  fucceffors,  as  patrons,  with  con- 
"  fent  of  the  members  of  the  Deacon  Con- 
"  veiner  Court,  to  colled:  the  whole  rents 
"  and  cafualities  belonging  thereto,  as  he 
"  fhall  be  appoynted,  by  the  acts  made  or 
"to  be.  made  thereanent,"  But. 'the  deed 
of  foundation,  refpeding  the  Trades  Hof* 
pital,  was  not  completely  formed,  nor  ra 
tified  by  royal  charter,  until  the  month  of 
June  1633. 

The  preamble  of  that  deed  is  expreffive 
enough,  of  the  motives  and  defign  of  the 
pious  founder.  "  Wit  ye  me,  to  the  glory 
"  of  God,  comfort  of  the  needy,  and  good 
"  example  of  others,  charity  towards  the 
"  poor,  whom  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  tc 

"  the 
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"  the  end  of  the  world  left  amongft  us,  to 
">  be  nourifhed,  clothed,  and  fed,   to  have 
"founded,  gifted,   and  perpetually  morti- 
"  fied  to  the  poor  tradefmen  of  Aberdeen, 
"  and   by    this    my    prefent    charter,   to 
"  found,   gift,   and  perpetually  mortify  to 
'*  them,  all  and  haill  the  Place  or  Monaf- 
4<  tery  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  the  brethren 
"  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  &c."— to  be 
"  an  hofpital  for  the  poor  old  ^Tfadejmen  of 
"  the  faid  burgh,  to  be  fuftained-in  the 
"  fame,  who  fhall  be  ofgoodjame,  and  not 
"  redaSled  to  poverty  through  their  own  vice, 
"  or  drunkennefs  and  intemperance;  and  there- 
4t  fore  that  none  be  brought  into  the  faid 
"  hofpital,  or  receive  of  the  fruits  of  the  J aid 
*'  mortification,  but  good,  holy,  and  fob  er  men" 
Particular  directions  are  given,  in  regard 
to  the  powers  of  the  Patron,  the  mode  of 
admitting  to  the  benefit  of  this  eftablifti- 

ment, 
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ment,  the  office  of  Matter  of  the  hofpital, 
the  internal  economy  of  the  houfe,  and 
the  behaviour  of  its  inhabitants.  In  fome 
articles,  time  and  circumstances  have  ren 
dered  alterations  neceffary  ;  but  the  great 
objed  of  the  founder  has  been  always  kept 
in  view,  and  the  produce  of  the  fund  uni 
formly  devoted  to  the  relief  of  thofe,  for 
whom  it  was  originally  intended. 

It  is  indeed,  but  juftice  to  the  Corpora 
tions  of  Aberdeen,  in  their  prefent  Patron, 
here  to  fay,  after  he  has  repeatedly  ex 
amined  their  accounts,  that  he  has  found 
much  reafon  to  approve,  and  that  he  is 
not  acquainted  with  any  funds,  which  are 
more  impartially,  more  economically,  or 
in  any  refped  better  managed  than  theirs. 

The  Trades  Hofpital  had  enjoyed,  but 
a  fhort  while,  the  prefiding  care  of  its 
founder,  when  he  was  called  to  the  exer- 

cifc 
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cife  of  his  virtue,  in  another  way.  It  was 
the  lot  of  this  good  man,  to  live  in  times 
of  much  public  commotion,  and  to  pafs 
through  fcenes  of  more  than  common  dif 
ficulty  and  peril.  He  had  occafion  to  wit- 
nefs  great  national  contefts,  in  which  they, 
who  had  long  been  friends  and  neighbours, 
were  lamentably  divided,  and  inflamed 
with  mutual  rancour  and  animofity.  Nor 
could  he,  however  moderate  in  his  prin 
ciples,  however  inoffenflve  in  his  conducS, 
efcape  the  hardfhips  to  which,  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  things,  he  was  inevitably  expofed. 
The  baneful  feeds  of  national  difcontent 
had  been  fown  in  Scotland,  when  King 
Barnes  attempted  to  eflablifh  there,  the 
forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  Englifh 
Church.  Though  his  Majefly  defifted, 
from  urging  the  fcheme  of  a  complete 
conformity,  he  prevailed  upon  the  Aflem^ 

blT. 
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bly,  held  at  Perth  in  the  year  161 8,  to  ad 
mit  fome  parts  of  the  Englifti  Ritual,  [c] 

But  thefe  Articles  of  Perth,  as  they  were 
afterwards  called,  were  fo  little  regarded 
by  the  clergy,  and  fo  difagreeable  to  the 
people  in  general,  that,  immediately  on 
King  Charles'  acceflion  to  the  throne,  an 
application  was  made  to  him,  requefting 
that  he  would  difpenfe  with  their  being 
obferved.  The  Scotch  Bifhops  themfelves, 
were  fo  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  forbear 
ance  in  this  matter,  that  they  had  not 
preffed  the  obfervance  of  the  offenfive  ar 
ticles,  or  had  connived  at  the  negleft  of 
them.  Never  indeed  were  moderate  and 
conciliatory  meafures  more  neceflary,  than 
at  this  critical  period.  But  unfortunately 
Charles  had  not,  among  his  counfellors,  a 
Bifhop  Andrews. 

The  perfon,  whofe  opinion  had  moil 

weight 
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weight  with  him,  at  lead  in  ecclefiaftical 
matters,  was  Archbifhop  Land;  a  man  of 
acknowledged  probity  and  learning,  but 
intemperately  zealous  for  pomp  and  cere 
mony,  in  divine  fervice.  Hence,  he  en 
couraged  the  king,  to  proceed  in  thofe 
meafures,  refpeding  the  Church  of  Scot 
land,  which  the.  more  cautious  Prelate, 
v^hom  James  had  confulted,  perfuaded  that 
Prince  to  abandon.  Steps  were  according 
ly  taken,  which  many  of  the  Scots  con- 
fidered  as  encroachments,  both  on  their 
religious  and  their  civil  rights.  Murmurs, 
complaints,  remonftrances,  and  at  laft,  in- 
furredions  enfued. 

The  firft  popular  commotion  of  any 
magnitude  took  place  at  Edinburgh  (23 
July  1637)  when  an  attempt  was  made 
there  to  introduce  the  Liturgy,  which  his 
Majefty,  by  proclamation,  had  appointed 

to 
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to  be  ufed,  in  the  public  worfhip  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland.     Religion  and  liberty, 
things  too  precious  and  important  to  be 
rafhly  touched,  were  now  thought  to  be  in 
danger.     In  fuch  a  caufe,  zeal  is  certainly 
laudable,  while    it    maintains    its    proper 
character,  and  moves  in  a  due  concurrence 
with  knowledge.     But,  it  is  fometimes  apt 
to  ftep  out  of  courfe  ;  to  be  clamorous  and 
violent;  and,  in  its  eagernefs  for  the  end. 
not  to  be  very  fcrupulous  about  the  means. 
It  was   thus,  with  the   populace  of  Edin 
burgh,  in  oppofing  the  Liturgy ;  a  form 
of  worfhip,  with  which  they  were  entirely 
unacquainted,  and  which  they  confidered 
as  needlefs  and  inexpedient,  if  not  linfuL 

The  prejudices  of  the  mob  were,  per 
haps,  fomented  by  the  lurking  emiflariecS 
of  faction.  But,  there  was  foon  an  op- 
pofition,  of  a  more  ileady  and  deliberate 

kind. 
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kind,  countenanced  and  fupported  by  meli 
of  real  patriotifm,  and  who  were  aftuated 
by  motives  not  unworthy  of  the  caufe. 

At  this  alarming  crifis,  when  the  refent- 
ment  and  jealoufy  of  the  nation  were 
aroufed,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  ef- 
tablifh,  as  a  teft  of  principle,  that  famous 
Covenant,  which  has  been  fo  much  applau 
ded  by  fome,  and  fo  much  reprobated  by 
others.  Impartially  confidered,  it  was  lit 
tle  more  than  a  folemn  renunciation  of 
Popery,  and  a  mutual  bond,  by  which  the 
fubfcribers  engaged,  upon  oath,  to  oppofe 
all  religious  innovations,  and  to  affift  each 
other  againfl  all  their  enemies.  As  its 
tenour  was  perfedly  agreeable  to  the  ge 
neral  fentiments  of  the  nation,  this  engage 
ment  was,  in  a  fhort  time,  voluntarily  fub  - 
fcribed  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  con 
ditions. 

Among- 
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Among  thofe  who  refufed  to  concur, 
there  were  none  who  fo  honourably  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  as  the  Clergy  of 
Aberdeen,  and  the  Profeffors  of  King's  and 
Marifchal  Colleges.  But  thefe  reverend 
and  learned  men,  being  influenced  by  prin 
ciples,  more  noble  and  generous  than  thofe 
of  party,  were  no  fooner  fatisfied  that  the 
meafure  was,  in  itfelf,  lawful  and  right, 
than  they  readily  give  it  their  fupport. 
Moft  of  them,  it  is  known,  came  at  laft  to 
fubfcribe  the  Covenant ;  and  the  few,  who 
perfifted  in  refufing,  craved  only  an  indul 
gence  to  their  fcruples,  which  was  not  un- 
reafonable,  but  which  the  public  mind 
was  then  too  violently  agitated  to  allow. 

Subfcription  to  'the  Covenant  was  not, 
however,  fo  rigoroufly  enforced,  as  to  pro 
hibit  all  exercife  of  private  judgment. 
Dodor  Guild,  and  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  Mini- 

fter 
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fter  at  Banchory-ternan,  were  permitted  to 
fubfcribe  it,  under  fuch  limitations,  as  they 
themfelves  were  pleafed  to  fpecify.  Others 
were,  no  doubt,  admitted  to  the  fame  pri 
vilege,  though  the  fa6l  cannot  now  be  fo 
clearly  afcertained.  With  refpe£l  to  Dr. 
Guild  and  Mr.  Reid,  it  is  indifputable. 
An  authentic  copy  of  the  certificate  which 
they  received  from  the  Marquis  of  Mont- 
rofe,  the  Lord  Couper,  the  Mafter  of  For 
bes,  Sir  Thomas  Burnett  of  Leys,  —  Laird 
of  Morphie,  Mr.  Alexander  Henderfon,  Mi- 
nifter  at  Leuchars  in  Fife,  Mr.  David  Dick- 
fon,  Minifter  at  Irvine,  and  Mr.  Andrew 
Cant,  Minifter  at  Pitfligo,  as  Commiflion- 
ers  from  the  Covenanters,  is  tranfmitted 
to  pofterity,  and  is  exprefled  in  the  follow 
ing  terms. 

"  Doftor  William  Guild  and  Mr  Robert 

"  Reid  have  fubfcribed  the  Covenant  made 

E  "  by 
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"  by  the  Noblemen,  Barons,  Gentry,  and 
"  Minifters,  anent  the  maintenance  of  re- 
"  ligion,  his  Majefty's  authority  and  laws, 
"  with  thefe  exprefs  Conditions,  to  wit ; 
"  That  we  acknowledge  not,  nor  yet  con- 
"  demn,  the  Articles  of  Perth,  to  be  un- 
"  lawful  or  heads  of  Popery,  but  only  pro- 
"  mife  (for  the  peace  of  the  church,  and 
"  other  reafons)  to  forbear  the  practice 
41  thereof  for  a  time. 

"  Secondly,  That  we  condemn  not  epif- 
"  copal  government,  fecluding  the  perfo- 
<£  nal  abufe  thereof. 

"  Thirdly,  That  we  ftill  retain,  and  fhall 
"  retain,  all  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedion 
"  and  obedience,  unto  our  dread  Sove- 
'*  reign  the  King's  Majefty ;  And  that  in 
"  this  fenfe,  and  no  otherwife,  we  have 
"  put  our  hands  to  the  forefaid  Covenant, 
"  thefe  Noblemen,  Barons,  and  Minifters, 

"  com- 
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"  Commiffioners,  under  fubfcribing,  do  tef- 
"  tify,  at  Aberdeen,  the  3Oth  of  July  1638. 
(figned)  "  William  Guild. 
"  Robert  Reid." 

"  Likeas  we,  under  fubfcribers,  do  de- 
"  clare,  that  they  neither  had,  nor  have, 
"  any  intention  but  of  loyalty  to  his  Ma- 
"  jefty,  as  the  faid  Covenant  bears, 
(figned)  "  Montrofe. 

"  Couper,  We." 

About  two  months  after  this,  Dr.  Guild 
was  appointed  by  the  Prefbytery  of  Aber 
deen,  to  be  one  of  their  Commiffioners  to 
the  General  Afiembly,  which  was  to  meet 
at  Glafgow,  on  the  twenty  firft  of  Novem 
ber  following;  a  diftindion,  at  that  period, 
more  honourable  than  fafe,  to  thofe  who 
received  it.  Some  of  the  Commiffioners 
did  not  attend  ;  but  no  private  confidera- 
tion  could  induce  Dr.  Guild,  to  flirink 
E  2  from 
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from  a  public  duty,  which  it  was  then  of 
the  greateft  importance  refolutely  to  dif- 
charge.  He  repaired  therefore  to  Glafgow 
in  due  time ;  was  prefent  in  that  memo 
rable  AfTembly,  which  aboliflied  the  Hier 
archy  of  the  church  of  Scotland;  and  con- 
dufled  himfelf  on  the  occafion,  as  became 
an  enlightened  and  Chriftian  Divine, 
The  other  Commiffioners  from  Aberdeen, 
who  gave  attendance,  were  Mr.  David 
Lindfay,  Minifter  of  Belhelvie,  and  Mr. 
"John  Lundie,  Profeffor  of  Humanity  in 
King's  College. 

It  is  probable,  from  the  limitations  un 
der  which  he  fubfcribed  the  Covenant, 
that  Dr.  Guild  was  inclined  to  favour 
Epifcopacy ;  but  his  endeavours  in  the 
caufe  were  directed,  by  that  difcretion, 
which  governs  zeal,  and  tempers  refolu- 
tion.  Fervent  without  enthufiafm,  he  was 

more 
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more  zealous  for  the  eflentials  of  religion, 
than  for  its  appendages ;  and,  however 
much  he  might  regret  the  falling  Hierar 
chy,  he  was  defirous,  by  prudent  concef- 
lions,  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace.  Such  were  the  principles  upon 
which  he  feems  to  have  aded,  in  the  im 
portant  commifiion,  with  which  he  was 
then  intrufted. 

After  his  return  from  Glafgow,  he  of 
ficiated,  as  formerly,  with  his  colleagues  at 
Aberdeen,  in  the  paftoral  fundion.  Jointly 
endeavouring  to  do  good  to  the  people 
among  whom  they  miniftered,  they  had 
perhaps  no  thought  of  being  feparated, 
when  they  were  obliged  fuddenly  to  defift 
from  their  ufual  labours,  and  to  leave  the 
place  where  they  had  been  fo  ufefully  em 
ployed.  His  colleagues  went  to  England  ; 
and  Dr.  Guild  withdrew  to  Holland,  where 
E3  h<? 


02  AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE 

he  would  certainly  have  remained  much 
longer  than  he  did,  had  his  choice  been 
determined,  by  what  was  moft  for  his 
own  comfort  and  tranquillity.  Another 
very  different  principle,  a  refolution  to 
{hare  in  the  trials  and  fufferings  of  his  op- 
prefled  countrymen,  brought  him  back  to 
Aberdeen  in  a  few  months.  JDodlor  Sib- 
bald  alfo  returned,  about  the  fame  time, 
and  with  the  fame  magnanimous  refolution. 
They  were  both  received,  with  a  readi- 
nefs  fomewhat  encouraging,  and  immedi 
ately  invited  to  refume  the  exercife  of  their 
miniftry ;  but  their  profpeft  was,  in  other 
refpe&s,  as  dark  and  comfortlefs  as  ever. 
The' angry  paffions  of  men  were  now  ex 
ceedingly  inflamed  ;  the  difficulties,  dif- 
treffes,  and  dangers  of  the  country,  mul 
tiplied  ;  and  all  things  concurring  to  fill 

the 
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•the  confiderate  mind,    with   melancholy 
forebodings  of  national  mifery. 

Dr.  Guild,  like  a  true  patriot,  was  an 
xious  to  heal  thofe  diflentions,  which  had 
been  fo  unwarily  excited,  and  which  fome 
recent  events  had  unhappily  ferved  to  ex- 
afperate.  With  this  view,  when  the  Cove 
nant  had  received  the  fandion  of  his  Maje- 
fty  and  the  Privy  Council,  he  endeavoured, 
in  a  pious  and  affedtionate  Addrefs  to  the 
Public,  to  diffufe  a  fpirit  of  religious  and 
loyal  attention  to  the  fubjedt,  which  no 
good  man  of  any  party  could  condemn. 

This  performance  was  entitled,  "  A 
"  jriendly  and  faithful  Advice  to  the  Nobility, 
"  Gentry  and  others  ;"  and  it  was  not  unwor 
thy  of  the  name.  Even  thofe,  who  differed 
widely  in  political  fentiments,  concurred 
in  acknowledging,  that  it  advifed  well. 
The  ftyle  of  it,  however  exceptionable  in 

E  4  forne 
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fome  refpeds,  will  not  appear  defpicable, 
when  compared  with  that  of  contemporary 
writers ;  and  to  compare  it  with  the  flyle 
of  others  would  be  unfair.  In  regard  to 
the  fubjeft,  though  it  may  be  thought  by 
fome,  to  favour  of  the  docSrine  of  paffive 
obedience  and  non-refiftance,  others  will 
be  of  opinion,  that  it  contains  many  things, 
no  lefs  favourable  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  than  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
prince. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  that  age,  to  ex 
perience  the  miferies  of  a  conteft,  in  which 
there  was  too  great  forgetfulnefs  of  both; 
and  to  exemplify,  in  the  moft  awful  man 
ner,  the  fatal  confequences  of  encroach 
ment,  whether  regal  or  popular.  As  a 
warning  againft  the  caufe  of  thefe  formi 
dable  evils,  the  advice  of  Dr.  Guild  might 
have  been  pf  efTential  fervice  to  his  coun 
try, 
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try,  had  it  been  but  as  faithfully  applied, 
as  it  was  wifely  given.  The  friends  of 
royalty,  would  not  then  have  foftered  in 
the  prince,  thofe  lofty  ideas  of  prerogative, 
which  were  above  all  control,  and  which 
prompted  him  to  the  hated  meafures,  fo 
fatal  to  his  peace.  Nor  would  the  oppofers 
of  arbitrary  domination,  have  withheld 
from  him  that  due  refped  and  obedience, 
which  the  order  of  fociety  requires,  and 
without  which  the  ends  of  government 
cannot  be  obtained.  He  himfelf  would 
have  renounced  every  defire  to  govern, 
without  the  concurrence  of  his  fubjeds ; 
would  have  been  tender  of  their  rights ; 
and  defirous  of  their  friendfhip,  as  well  as 
of  their  obedience.  All  would  have  check 
ed  their  encroaching,  injurious,  and  refent- 
ful  paffions,  and  cordially  united,  in  exer 


ting 
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ting  their  beft  endeavours  for  the  public 
good.     [D] 

The  moft  refpedable  perfon,  who  per- 
lifted  in  refufing  to  fubfcribe  the  Covenant, 
when  it  was  tendered  by  royal  authority 
at  Aberdeen,  was  the  reverend  Dr.  William 
Leflie,  Principal  of  King's  College.  A  for 
feiture  of  his  office,  which  many  friendly 
endeavours  had  been  ufed  to  prevent,  was 
the  confequence  :  for  fubfcription  to  the 
Confeffion  and  Covenant  was  now  required  by 
aft  of  parliament,  under  all  civil  pains.  [E] 

Under  the  unpleafing  neceflity  of  de 
priving  Dr.  Leflie,  a  much  efteemed  and 
amiable  man,  the  members  of  King's  Col 
lege,  to  whom  the  choice  of  a  Principal 
belonged,  had  fome  confolation  in  the 
character  and  merit  of  the  perfons,  *  who 
were  propofed  to  fucceed  him. 

Doftor  William  Guild,  and  Mr.  Robert 

Baillie, 
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Baillie,  another  clergyman  of  very  high 
repute,  were  feverally  recommended  to 
the  eledors  \  who,  on  the  eighteenth  of 
Auguft  1640,  decided  in  favour  of  Dr. 
Guild. 

Honoured  as  he  was,  by  this  preference, 
Dr.  Guild  feems  to  have  accepted  the 
office  of  Principal,  rather  in  compliance 
with  the  wiflies  of  others,  than  to  gratify 
any  defire  of  his  own.  It  was  not  till  long 
after  his  eleftion,  that  he  confented  to  the 
appointment  of  a  day  for  his  admiflion, 
and  formally  reiigned  his  minifterial 
charge.  He  preached  for  the  laft  time, 
as  Minifler  of  Aberdeen,  on  the  twenty 
feventh  of  June  1641.  But,  though  his 
paftoral  relation  to  his  native  city  then 
ceafed,  his  affedion  and  good  offices  to 
its  inhabitants  were  continued  all  his  life. 
Of  his  undiminifted  zeal  for  their  fpi- 

ritual 
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ritual  interefls  he  had  occafion  once  to  give 
them,  what  feemed  at  the  time,  a  very 
hazardous  proof.  After  the  Marquis  of 
Montrofe  had  defeated  the  Covenanters, 
(September  the  1 3th,  1644)  in  a  bloody 
battle,  which  he  continued,  from  the  place 
where  it  commenced,  about  two  miles 
weft,  even  to  the  flreets  of  Aberdeen  ;  the 
citizens  fuffered  fo  much  from  the  favage 
cruelty  of  his  foldiers,  that  they  dreaded 
the  return  of  fuch  ferocious  vifiters.  On 
the  news,  therefore,  of  his  approach  a  fe- 
cond  time,  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Aberdeen  were  filled  witfy  terror  and  dif- 
may,  Thofe  who  thought  themfelves  moft 
obnoxious,  among  whom  were  the  Clergy, 
left  their  habitations  and  fled.  Dr.  Guild, 
it  may  be  fuppofed,  was  not  without  his 
apprehenfions  of  the  danger,  but  he  re 
mained  at  his  poll ;  and,  in  the  abfence  of 

their 
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their  ordinary  paftors,  regularly  preached 
to  his  late  parifhioners,  the  people  of  Aber~ 
deen. 

His  fucceffor,  in  the  minifterial  office, 
at  Aberdeen,  appears  to  have  been  the  not 
a  little  famed  Mr.  Andrew  Cant;  one  of  the 
moft  popular  preachers  of  the  age,  and  the 
perfon  from  whom,  it  is  faid,  the  Spectator 
derived  the  word  to  cant ;  but  Andrew,  as 
one  remarks,  "  canted,  in  all  probability, 
"  no  more  than  others  of  his  time  ;"  and  a 
more  natural  derivation  of  the  word  may 
be  very  eafily  conceived. 

In  whatever  ftation  of  life  a  man  is 
placed,  his  character  muft  depend  on  the 
correfpondence  between  his  behaviour,  and 
that  which  his  fituation  requires.  At  the 
head  of  a  fociety,  whofe  important  object 
was  the  education  of  youth,  no  one  was 
ever  more  defervedly  refpecled  than  Dr. 

Guild. 
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Guild.  Inftruded,  cherifhed,  and  encou 
raged  by  him,  genius  was  called  forth  into 
exertion,  and  modeft  merit  was  excited  to 
diftinguifh  itfelf.  To  fkill  and  induftry, 
in  promoting  the  literary  progrefs  of  his 
pupils,  he  added  the  moft  zealous  and  un 
wearied  endeavours,  to  form  in  their  hearts 
thofe  fentiments  of  virtue,  and  to  confirm 
them  in  thofe  facred  principles  of  religion, 
without  which  all  human  fcience  is  of  lit 
tle  ufe. 

His  Sovereign  King  Charles  /,  in  the 
midft  of  the  troubles  which  difturbed  his 
reign,  gave  all  the  encouragement  in  his 
power  to  learning  and  learned  men. 
King's  College,  Aberdeen,  was  honoured 
with  more  than  an  ordinary  fhare  of  the 
royal  favour  ;  and  received  (1641)  in  con 
junction  with  Marifchal  College,  the  name 
of  the  Caroline  Univcrfity.  [r]  The  parti 
cular 
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Cular  merit  of  the  worthy  Principal,  did 
not  efcape  the  notice  of  his  Majefty,  who 
beftowed  upon  Dr.  Guild,  a  free  gift  of  the 
houfe  and  garden,  which  had  formerly  been  the 
refidence  of  the  Bi/hop  of  Aberdeen.  Such  a 
mark  of  royal  approbation,  could  not  have 
been  conferred  more  properly.  It  was  a. 
commendable  tribute  of  refpeit,  to  gene 
rally  acknowledged  worth;  and,  in  every 
view,  muft  have  been  very  acceptable  to 
Dr.  Guild.  He  did  not  however  allow  it 
to  increafe  his  private  fortune;  for,  with 
that  generofity  and  beneficence,  for  which 
he  was  fo  remarkable,  he  devoted  this  pre- 
fent  to  the  fervice  of  the  public.  The 
College,  the  town,  and  the  poor  of  the 
parifh  of  Old  Machar,  derived  from  it  each 
fome  additional  accommodation. 

But  how  various  and  uncertain  are  hu 
man  events,  and  how  little  under  the  con- 

troul 
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troul  of  wifdom  and  virtue !  While  Dr. 
Guild  was  fo  munificently  exerting  him- 
felf,  for  the  good  of  future  generations,  as 
well  as  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  who 
could  have  thought  that,  inftead  of  efteem 
and  gratitude,  he  was  foon  to  meet  with 
infult  and  oppreffion !  Even  amidft  the 
violence  of  contending  parties,  fome  ten- 
dernefs  might  have  been  expeded,  towards 
a  man  of  fuch  eminent  virtue.  But  the 
malignant  perfecuting  fpirit  of  party  fup~ 
preffes  every  generous  fentiment,  remem 
bers  no  obligations,  and  extinguifhes  even 
the  fympathetic  feelings  of  humanity. 

The  difturbances  which  had  commenced 
in  Scotland,  having  in  a  fhort  time  fpread 
to  England,  the  flame  of  civil  war  was 
kindled,  in  all  parts  of  the  Britifh  Empire. 
Nor  was  it  extinguished,  without  occafion- 

ing 
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ing  the  tragical  death  of  the  King,  and  the 

fubverfion  of  the  Monarchy. 

As  Dr.  Guild  was  probably  fufpedted  of 

too  ftrong  an  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe, 

he  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  ruling 
powers.  Commiffioners  were  appointed 
to  vifit  King's  College,  by  whofe  authority 
the  Principal,  the  Sub-principal,  and  two 
of  the  profeflbrs,  were  depofed.  But  as 
this  fentence  was  extremely  difagreeable 
to  the  Univerfity,  the  gentlemen  upon 
whom  it  was  pafled,  were  immediately 
reinftated,  or  rather  were  not  difplaced. 

Dr.  Guild  held  the  office  of  Principal 
about  two  years  longer,  till  he  was  depofed, 
in  the  year  1651,  by  five  commiffioners  of 
a  very  imperious  kind  (Fenwick,  Molfey, 
Owen,  Delborough,  and  Smith)  Colonels 
from  the  army  of  General  Monk ;  gentle 
men  very  well  qualified,  perhaps,  to  have 
F  been 
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been  members  of  a  Court  Martial,  but  ap 
parently  not  fo  fit  to  have  been  Vifitors 
of  an  Univerfity.  They  left,  however,  the 
eledion  of  another  Principal,  to  the  proper 
judges;  and  the  office  was  beftowed  (1652) 
upon  Mr.  John  Row,  one  of  the  Minifters 
of  Aberdeen. 

Mr  Row  had  been  early  patronifed,  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  Hay,  of  Kinnoul; 
and  had  acquired  confiderable  reputation, 
as  Reftor  of  an  academy  at  Perth.  He 
publifhed  fome  very  ufeful  trafts,  particu 
larly  a  Grammar  and  Vocabulary  of  the 
Hebrew  language  ;  and  was  juftly  accoun 
ted  a  man  of  learning  and  abilities.  Pre 
fixed  to  his  grammar  we  find,  the  unani 
mous  approbation  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
College  of  St.  Leonard,  in  the  Univerfity 
of  St.  Andrews  ;  and  very  ample  tefti- 
tnonies  to  the  merit  of  the  author,  from 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Alexander  Henderfon,  Mr.  Samuel 
Rutherford,  and  other  refpedable  indivi 
duals.  To  excel  in  oriental  literature,  at 
leaft  in  a  knowledge  of  Hebrew,  was  in 
Mr.  Row  a  kind  of  family  inheritance. 
His  grandfather,  Dr.  John  Row,  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  firft,  who  publicly  taught 
Hebrew,  in  Scotland.  He  was  a  man  of 
fome  eminence  in  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  had  been  fent  into  Scotland  by  the 
Pope,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation, 
with  ample  authority  to  oppofe  and  check 
the  progrefs  of  the  reformed  religion.  But, 
being  converted  from  Popery  by  the  cele 
brated  reformer  John  Knox,  he  renounced 
the  errors  of  the  Romifh  faith,  and  became 
Superintendent  of  the  reformed  church  at 
Perth ;  in  which  fituation  he  lived  tp  a 
great  age,  much  refpeded  and  efteemed. 
His  fon,  the  father  of  Principal  Row,  had 

F  2  difcover- 
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difcovered  fome  genius  for  Hebrew,  when 
he  was  only  a  child  of  four  or  five  years 
old. 

The  vacancy  at  Aberdeen,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Row  to 
King's  College,  put  it  now  in  the  power 
of  the  Prefbytery,  to  have  replaced  Dr. 
Guild  in  his  paftoral  charge,  which  he  had 
not  refigned,  but  in  fubmiffion  to  their 
authority.  He  was  ftill  able  for  its  la 
bours,  and  defirous  of  being  reftored  to 
his  miniftry ;  and,  for  this  he  applied  to 
the  Preibytery,  on  the  fixth  of  April  1652; 
but  in  vain.  Several  members  of  the 
Prefbytery,  it  is  thought,  were  heartily  in 
clined  to  have  granted  his  requeft  ;  but 
after  fome  delay,  a  majority  concurred,  not 
indeed  in  rejecting,  but  in  continuing  his 
petition  before  them,  that  the  Pre/bytery 
might  think  more  maturely  thereon.  He  ap 
pealed 
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pealed  to  the  Synod ;  but  that  his  appeal 
was  ever  argued  or  heard  by  that  vene 
rable  court,  is  not  certain ;  it  is  too  cer 
tain,  that  the  objed  of  it  was  never  ob 
tained. 

There  are  times,  when  "  the  poft  of 
*'  honour  is  a  private  ftation."  If  it  was 
not  now  the  poft  of  honour,  it  was  at  leaft 
not  inglorious  to  Dr.  Guild,  He,  though 
divefted  of  office,  was  ftill  dignified  in  cha 
racter  ;  ftill  diftinguiihed,  as  an  ancient 
philofopher  (Pythagoras)  faid  the  man 
{hould  be,  who  has  the  neareft  refemblance 
to  celeftial  beings,  by  beneficence  and  truth. 
Living  retired,  however,  and  praying  for 
the  peace  of  his  diftrefled  country, 

"  Content  he  was  to  be  obfcurely  good." 

As  Aberdeen  became  his  place  of  refi- 

dence,  for  the   remainder  of  his  life,  the 

Incorporated  Trades  had  again  the  honour 

*\3  of 
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of  his  perfonal  prefence  and  affiftance,  as 
their  Patron.  His  liberal  mind  was  ever 
devifing  liberal  things.  Of  this,  another 
remarkable  proof  is  a  legacy  to  the  Cor 
porations,  which  is  mentioned,  as  follows, 
in  the  record  of  his  bequefts,  September 
15,  1655:  "  — That  out  of  the  charitable 
"  difpofition  he  had  to  the  poor,  and  in 
"  obedience  to  the  Lord's  precepts,  i  Tim, 
ci  vi.  17.  and  Heb.  xiii.  16.  he  bound  and 
"  obliged  him,  and  his  heirs  allenarly,  to 
"  the  Mafter  of  Hofpital,  Deacon  Conve- 
"  ner  of  the  Crafts  of  Aberdeen  for  the 
"  time,  and  remanent  Deacons,  to  pay  to 
"  them,  the  fum  of  Five  Thoufand  Merks 
"  Scots  money,  at  the  next  term  after  his 
"  deceafe,  for  the  entertaining  of  three 
"  poor  boys  who  are  craftfmens  fons,  as 
"  Burfars  in  the  New  College  of  Aberdeen, 
"  who  are  of  good  engynes,  and  able  for 

"  the 
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€i  the  faid  College,  and  either  have  not  pa- 
"  rents  to  put  them  to  the  College,  or 
"  whofe  parents  are  poor,  and  known  to 
"  be  unable  to  maintain  them  thereat ; 
"  but  if  it  fliould  pleafe  his  heirs  rather  to 
"  denude  themfelves  of  the  heritable  right, 
"  which  he  had  of  his  forehoufe  in  the 
"  Caftlegate,  wherein  he  himfelf  dwelt, 
"  and  brew-houfe  (or  vidual  houfe)  with 
"  the  room  above,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
"  clofe,  rather  than  to  pay  the  five  thou- 
"  fand  merks,  in  that  cafe,  he  bound  and 
"  obliged  his  heirs,  to  denude  themfelves 
"  of  the  heritable  right  of  the  faid  houfe, 
"  in  favour  of  the  Trades,  for  the  ufe  fore- 
"  named,  the  infeftment  to  be  on  the  ex- 
"  pence  of  the  Mortifier  of  the  Trinity 
s<  Hofpital,  referving  to  the  Mortifier's 
64  wife  her  life-rent  of  the  houfe — If  any 
"  variance  fhould  be,  concerning  the  be- 
F  4  "  .flowing 
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"  flowing  of  any  of  thefe  burfes,  the  eldeft 
"  Minifler  of  Aberdeen  (as  the  moft  con- 
t£  fcientious  to  fee  mortifications  go  right) 
66  to  decide  therein — And  that  impartially 
"  the  faid  benefit  be  beflowed,  out  of  the 
"  rents  of  the  houfe,  upon  the  unablefl  in 
"  means,  and  beft  qualified  in  gifts,  as  they 
"  fhall  anfwer  to  God — which  houfe  in  all 
-e  time  coming  (that  it,  nor  the  rents  there- 
"  of,  be  not  perverted  to  any  other  ufe) 
"  to  be  called  tbe  Burfars*  houje;  and  when 
"  any  of  them  are  laureat,  they  by  writing 
"  to  oblige  themfelves,  for  the  benefit  re- 
"  ceived,  when  God  enables  them,  to  add 
"  to  this  mortification ;  and  this  their 
"  writing  to  be  carefully  kept  in  the  Maf- 
tc  ter  of  Hofpital's  box,  either  by  itfelf,  or 
"  rather  in  a  book  made  for  the  purpofe, 
"  who  (the  Matter  of  Hofpital)  fhall  fet  the 
'c  houfe,  by  advice  of  the  Convener  and 

"  Deacons, 
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"  Deacons,  and  uptake  the  rents  thereof, 
"  and  be  conjunct  with  them,  in  the  pa- 
**  tronage  and  eledion  of  faid  burfars." 

The  heirs  of  Dr.  Guild  chofe  rather  to 
give  the  houfe,  than  to  pay  the  money ; 
and  it  has  ever  fince  been  managed,  under 
the  name  of  The  Burfars'  houfe,  by  the  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Trinity  Hofpital,  and  the  other 
truftees,  for  the  fupport  of  burfars  at 
Marifchal  College. 

There  is  a  tradition,  that  Dr.  Guild  re 
ceived  a  grant  of  this  houfe,  and  fome 
other  property,  from  King  Charles  the  II; 
in  return  for  a  ba/onfull  of  gold,  which  the 
Doctor  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  when  he 
came  to  Aberdeen,  But  though  the  King, 
who  at  that  time  (March  1652)  flood  very 
much  in  need  of  pecuniary  aid,  may  have 
received  from  Dr.  Guild  fuch  a  mark  of 
attachment,  it  was  not  then  in  his  power 

as 
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as  Sovereign  to  have  made  any  grant  effec 
tual.  It  has  indeed  been  faid,  that  he 
was  always  more  liberal  in  good  words  and 
promifes,  than  in  fubflantial  teftimonies 
of  his  gratitude.  How  generous,  or  how 
grateful,  if  he  was  under  the  alleged  obli 
gation,  he  would  have  been  to  Dr.  Guild, 
can  only  be  conjectured,  as  that  dutiful 
fubjed:  did  not  live  to  fee  the  Reftoration. 
During  his  retirement,  Dr.  Guild  added 
to  the  number  of  his  theological  works, 
An  'Explication  and  Application  of  the  Song  of 
Solomon,  dedicated  to  the  right  honourable, 
the  Provoft,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of 

Edinburgh The  Sealed  Book  opened,  or  an 

explanation  of  the  Revelation  of  St.  John. 
An  Anfwer  to  a  Popi/b  Pamphlet,  called  The 
"fouchftone  of  the  Reformed  Go/pel,  made  jpeci- 
ally  out  of  themf elves,  dedicated  to  Sir  Tho 
mas  Mudie,  Provoft,  and  the  other  Magi- 

ftrates 
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ilrates  of  Dundee — The  Novelty  of  Popery 
difcovered,  and  chiefly  proven  by  Romanifts  out 
of  them/elves,  dedicated  to  the  worfhipful, 
and  worthy  of  all  refped,  David  Wilkie, 
Dean  of  Guild  of  Edinburgh. 

He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been  the  author 
of  an  effay,  entitled,  An  Antidote  againjt 
Popery  ;  but  of  this,  there  is  only  prefump- 
live  evidence.  The  other  performances 
here  afcribed  to  him,  though  fome  of  them 
are  not  now  to  be  found,  are  all  known  to 
have  been  written,  and  publifhed  by  him, 
Mod  of  them  are  enumerated,  in  a  letter, 
from  the  celebrated  grammarian  and  anti 
quary,  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman,  to  a  learned 
friend,  as  in  Mr.  Ruddiman's  library  ;  and 
a  few  of  them,  as  reprinted  under  his  in* 
fpedion.  That  letter  was  obligingly  com 
municated  to  the  author  of  this  inquiry, 
by  Mr.  Ruddiman's  correfpondent ;  and 

it 
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it  contains,  as  fhall  appear  afterwards,  very 
favourable  fentiments  of  Dr.  Guild,  and 
his  writings. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Guild,  fuitably  to  its 
beneficent  progrefs,  terminated  with  ads 
of  charity.  By  his  laft  will,  which  was 
written  in  the  year  1657,  a  fhort  while  be 
fore  he  died,  he  bequeathed  feven  thou- 
fand  merks,  "  to  be  fecured  on  land,  by 
"  the  Town-council  and  Kirk-feflion  of 
"  Aberdeen,  the  yearly  profit  of  which  to 
"  be  applied,  for  the  fuftentation  of  poor 
"  orphans,  to  hold  them  at  fchools  or  trades, 
"  impartially,  without  inverting  any  way 
"  this  mortification,  as  they  lhall  anfwer 
"  to  God."  Nor  was  he  unmindful  of  the 
poor,  among  his  firft,  and  ever-affectionate 
flock,  at  King-Edward;  but  devoted  alfo 
to  them,  a  proportion  of  his  public  bounty. 
The  Univerfity  of  St.  Andrews,  much  in 
debted, 
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debted,  in  other  refpeds,  to  his  liberal  pa 
tronage,  received  a  legacy  of  his  library  j 
excepting  only  one  valuable  manufcript, 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  the  original  or 
firfl  copy,  of  the  memorable  Letter  from  the 
States  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  to  the  Council 
ofConftance  (1415)  relative  to  John  Hufs  and 
Jerome  of  Prague  9  which  he  bequeathed  to 
the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh.  [G] 

A  defcription  of  this  manufcript,  and  a 
detail  of  what  it  contains,  may  be  found,  by 
thofe  who  wifh  for  further  information 
concerning  it,  in  Maitland's  Hiftory  of 
Edinburgh.  According  to  that  author, 
who  feems  to  have  examined  it  very  mi 
nutely,  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that  it  is 
an  original.  He  introduces  it  to  the  notice 
of  his  readers  (B.  vi.  p.  371.)  as  a  very 
great  curiofity  ;  and  traces  its  progrefs,  to 
the  place  where  it  now  is,  thus — "  brought 

"  to 
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"  to  Scotland  by  a  gentleman,  at  his  return 
"  from  his  travels  in  foreign  pares,  probably 
"  about  ooe  hundred  years  ago ;  for  by 
"  Comenius  it  appears  to  have  been  in  the 
"  College  library  of  Aberdeen  above  eighty 
"  feven  years  fince ;  but,  that  it  did  not 
"  belong  to  that  library,  is  manifeft  by 
"  Dr.  William  Guild's  having  bequeathed 
"  the  fame  to  the  College  of  Edinburgh  in 
"  the  year  1657  ;  and  it  being  received  by 
"  the  Town-council  in  the  month  of  Ja- 
"  nuary,  Anno  1658,  they  ordered  a  receipt 
"  to  be  given  to  his  relicT:  Katharine  Rolland 
*'  for  the  fame." 

Bequefts  and  donations  equally  nume 
rous,  and  equally  judicious,  with  thofe 
which  are  on  record  of  Dr.  Guild,  have 
been  given  by  few.  But  fo  great  an  abi 
lity  to  do  good,  fo  ftrong  an  inclination, 
and  fo  enlarged  an  nnderftanding  to  direct 

them 
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them,  as  he  poffeffed,  do  not  often  meet 
in  one  perfon. 

Mrs  Guild,  who  feems  to  have  refembled 
her  hufband  much,  in  the  benevolent  af- 
fedlions  of  her  mind,  followed  his  example, 
in  the  charitable  deeds  of  her  life.  In  a 
Latin  oration  in  praife  of  the  benefadors 
of  Marifchal  College,  publiihed  in  the  year 
1702,  while  the  Orator  (Mr.  William 
Smith)  makes  honourable  mention  of 
Dodor  Guild,  and  calls  him  "  a  moft  reli- 
"  gious  man,  of  profound  learning,  unfpot- 
"  ted  holinefs,  and  eminent  piety,"  he  com. 
pares  him  to  Zacbarias,  and  his  wife  to 
EMfabeth—"  The  glory,"  fays  he,  "  of  her 
"  age  and  fex,  for  virtue  and  piety,  and  her 
"  vaft  donations.  For,  by  her  munifi- 
"  cence,  are  maintained  fix  ftudents  of 
"  philofophy,  four  fcholars  at  the  public 
"  fchool,  two  ftudents  of  divinity,  fix  poor 

widows, 
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"  widows,  and  as  many  poor  men's  chil- 
"  dren.  Had  fhe  lived  in  other  times,  and 
"  in  another  country,  (he  had  undoubtedly 
"  been  canonized  as  a  faint." 

She  did  not  long  furvive  her  beloved 
hufband.  But  before  fhe  died,  a  Monu 
ment  was,  at  her  expence,  erefted  to  his 
memory  (1659)  ^n  t'ie  church-yard  of  St. 
Nicholas  in  Aberdeen;  on  the  principal 
tablet  of  which,  is  the  following  infcription. 


••iAvr 
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SANCTISS.    ET    INDIVID.    TRINITATI 

S. 

ET    PlJE    MEMORISE    GULIELMI    GUILD, 

QJUI    IN    HAG    URBE    NATUS    ET    INSTITUTUS, 

SACMSQJJE    STUDIIS    A    TENERIS    INNUTRITUS, 

PRIMUM    CUR^E    ECCLESI^:    DE    KlNEDWARD     ADMOTUS^ 

EAQJJE    PER    XXIII    ANNOS    AD  MI  NI  S  T  R  AT  A, 

5.    MUNICIPIBUS    SUIS    IN    HANG    URBEM    VOCATUS, 

JAM    SS.    THEOLOGIZE    D.    ET    CAROLO    REG!    A    SACRIS, 

PJSRDECENNIUM  HIC  ECCLESIASTIS  MUNERE  FUNCTUSJ 


UNDE    TRANSLATUS    AD    COLLEGIUM    REGALE 


DONEC    REBUS    APUD    NOS    TURBATIS, 
INTEGRITAS    EJUS  LIVOREM  TEMPORUM  NON  EFFUGlTi 

INDE    IGITUR    DIGRESSUS, 
HIC,    UBI    CUNABULA,    NIDUM    SENECTUTlS    POSUIT' 

NON    TAMEN    INERTIOTIO    DEDITUS, 
SED    VOCE,    CALAMO,    ET    INCULPATA    VITA, 

ALIIS    EXEMPLO    FUIT. 

AMPLUM    ET    INNOCENTER    PARTUM    PATRIMONIUM, 
MULTO    MAXIMAM    PART  EM    PUS    USIBUS    LEGAVIT. 

CONJUNX    Q^UOQJJE, 

QJJ^S    SUA    ERANT    IISDEM    USIBUS    ADDIXIT. 
VIXIT    ANNOS    LXXI, 

ET 

AD    VII    KALENDAS    AUGUSTI,    ANNI    MDCLVIJ, 
IN    SPEM    OPTATISSIM^E    RE  S  URRECTIONIS, 

MORTALITATEM    EXPLEVIT. 
KATHARINA    ROW  EN,    SUPERS  TES    VIDUA, 

DILECTISS.    MARITOj 
CUM    Q^UO    CONGO RD1TER    XLVII    PLENO3    ANNOS    VIXIT, 

K.    M.    L.    M.    F.    C. 
| 
.NEC    C^PISSE,    NEC    FECISSE    VIRTUTIS    E  S  T, 

SED    PERFECISSE. 

G  Such 
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Such  is  the  account,  which  authentic" 
records  warrant  us  to  give,  of  the  life  of 
Do6tor  Guild  ;  in  whom  were  confpicuous,- 
not  only  the  talents  of  a  man  truly  great, 
but  the  ftill  more  eflimable  qualities  of 
one  eminently  good.  For,  capacity  and 
genius  derive  their  value,  only  from  their 
afe. 

The  real  character,  it  has  been  faid,  is 
moft  clearly  feen,  when  one  is  placed  in 
eircumftances,  not  of  tranquillity,  but  of 
commotion  and  trouble.  But  in  times  of 
fuch  national  ferment,  as  thofe  in  which 
Dr.  Guild  lived,  Hiftorians  do  not  always 
fpeak  of  public  tranfadions  with  imparti 
ality,  nor  delineate  public  characters  with 
candour.  On  the  contrary,  men 'of  all 
defcriptions  are  then  praifed  or  cenfured, 
not  in  proportion  to  their  deferts,  but  ac 
cording  to  their  political  principles  and 

con- 
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.connexions.  Hence,  the  invedives  of  a 
certain  writer  (the  only  one  indeed  who 
mentions  him  difrefpe&fully)  againft  the 
man  of  whofe  real  excellence  we  have 
found,  in  tracing  his  aftions,  fo  many  in- 
conteftable  proofs. 

The  name  of  this  partial  Hiftorian,  if  he 
can  be  called  an  Hi/lorian,  is  John  Sp aiding  ; 
whofe  "  Journal  of  the  Troubles  and  Me- 
"  morable  TranfacSions  in  Scotland,  from 
"  1624  to  1645,"  tho'  long  confined,  in  ma- 
nufcript,  to  the  libraries  of  a  few,  has  been 
lately  printed,  and  publifhed.  As  he  was 
contemporary  with  Dr.  Guild,  his  invidi 
ous  remarks  upon  the  conduft  of  that  ve 
nerable  man,  feemed  to  require  fome  anti 
dote,  and  partly  occafioned  the  Inquiry  in 
to  fads  and  circumftances,  of  which  a 
detail  is  given  in  the  preceding  pages. 

His  attacks  upon  Dr.  Guild  are  various, 
G  2  and 
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and  violent ;  but  there  is  no  part  of  the 
Doctor's  condudt,  which  feems  to  have 
given  more  unpardonable  offence  to  SpaU 
ding,  than  his  devoting  the  old  materials 
of  the  Bifhop's  houfe,  dove-coat,  and  gar 
den  walls,  to  purpofes  which  this  angry 
writer  deemed  profane.  He  fpeaks  of  it 
repeatedly,  in  the  mod  indignant  terms. 
"  The  baillies  of  Old  Aberdeen,"  fays  he, 
(vol.  i.  page  336.)  "  John  Forbes  and 
"  Thomas  Mercer,  by  tolerance  of  Dr. 
"  Guild  Principal,  caufed  mafons  throw 
"  down  to  the  ground  the  Bifhop's  dove- ; 
"  coat  (whilk  indeed  was  ruinous  and  un- 
"  profitable)  to  be  ftones  to  the  bigging  of 
"  a  Song-fchool,  whilk  by  fome  was  not 
"  thought  facrilegious,  but  yet  was  evil 
"  done,  as  others  thought." 

"  In  the  fame  manner,  (vol  2.   p.  27.) 
'  he  (Dr.  Guild)  dang  down  the  walls  of 
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•"  the  Snow.kirk,  to  big  the  College  dykes." 
— "  Now  he  is  demolifliing  the  Bifhop's 
"  houfe,  pitiful  and  lamentable  to  behold; 
"  kirks  and  {lately  buildings  firfl  caften 
"  down  by  ruffians  and  rafcals,  and  next 
"  by  churchmen,  under  colour  of  religion." 
In  this  volume  alfo  (p.  43,44.)  he  adds, 
,"  Dr.  Guild,  at  his  own  hand,  caufed 
<;  brake  down  the  great  oaken  joifls,  with- 
"  in  the  Biftiop's  houfe,  and  tranfported 
"  them  therefrae,  for  reparation  of  the 
"  College.  Pitiful  to  fee  fo  glorious  a 
"  building  thus  thrown  down  by  defpitefui 
<J  Soldiers,  and  then  demolifhed  by  Dodors 
*'  of  Divinity. 

,  And  again,  (p.  127.)  "  Dr.  Guild  goes 
"  on  moft  malicioufly,  and  caufes  caft 
"  down  the  ftately  v/all  {landing  within 
"  the  Bifhop'sclofe,  curioufly  builded  with 
£<  hewn  ftone,  and  took  the  ftones  down 
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"  to  the  College,  for  fuch  vain  ufes  as  he 
"  thought  moft  expedient  (fuch  was  the 
"  iniquity  of  the  times)  and  brake  down 
"  the  afhlar  work  about  the  turrets,  raifed 
"  the  pavement  of  the  hall,  and  caufed 
"  lead  them  down,  to  lay  the  floor  of  the 
"  common  fchool." 

Yet,  after  all  this  vehement  outcry, 
Spalding  is  not  afhamed  to  acknowledge, 
that  fome  of  thefe  glorious  buildings  were 
indeed  ruinous  and  unprofitable*,  and  that 
what  he  had  cenfured,  with  fo  much  acri 
mony,  as  a  kind  of  facrilege,  was  only  an 
application  of  Dodor  Guild's  own  property 
to  public  purpofes,  which  happened  unfor 
tunately  not  to  be  fuch  as  Mr.  Spalding 
would  have  been  pleafed  to  recommend. 
"  It  is  true,"  fays  he,  (vol.2,  p.  262.)  "  this 
"  houfe,  yards,  and  precinds,  were  given 
*c  to  him  by  the  Eftates,  whereof  he  might 

"  have 
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*  have  made  a  more  godly  uje,  by  upholding 
41  rather  than  demolishing  the  fame." 

To  the  intelligent  reader,  thefe  fpecimens 
of  Spalding's  Journal  will  be  fufficient* 
In  them  he  will  clearly  difcern  the  difpo-- 
fition  of  that  author  towards  Dr.  Guild, 
and  will  draw  the  unavoidable  inference. 

Againft  fuch  railing,  a  formal  vindication 
of  the  Doctor's  character  is  not  intended, 
and  cannot  be  neceffary.  A  narrative  of 
his  life  has  been  given,  confirmed  by  evi 
dence  about  which  there  can  be  no  difpute; 
and  what  better  anfwer  can  there  be,  to 
the  cenfures  of  ignorance,  or  the  calum 
nies  of  envy,  than  a  plain  account  of  the 
truth?  Had  fuch  fatisfadtion  been  unattain 
able,  in  the  cafe  before  us;  yet  the  general 
character  of  Mr.  Spalding,  as  an  author* 
might  have  rendered  an  attack  from  him, 
<^f  little  confequence.  It  is  drawn  thus 
G  4-  (nor 
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(not  a  very  amiable  picture)  though  by  a 
friendly  hand ;  "  The  public  tranfacTions, 
"  of  which  Spalding  gives  an  account,  are 
"  greatly  mifreprefented — Spalding  was  a 
"  Royalift,  but  fpeaks  with  great  candour 
M  of  the  oppoine  party,  and  with  particu- 
"  lar  refpecl:  of  fome  Covenanting  Mini- 
*'  fters,  whom  he  extols  as  good  preachers. 
"  But  of  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  and  the  Prcj- 
"  byterian  Clergy  in  general,  he  loves  to 
*'  tell  every  prejudice  he  can.  The  ftylc 
<'  is  vulgar,  but  has  meritf." 

His  defects  of  ftyle  would  have  been 
eafily  pardoned,  had  the  fubftance  of  his 
performance  been  of  value:  Had  he  thrown 
any  new  light,  upon  public  tranfadions  ; 
made  any  difcoveries,  in  the  fecret  views 
of  parties  :  eftablifhed  any  certainty,  with 
^egard  to  the  real  characters  of  particular 
|  Bibliothcca  Topograph.  Britan. 

perfons : 
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perfons  :  and  rendered  undeviating  juftice 
to  all.  But  inftead  of  this,  we  find  in 
Spalding,  a  virulent  party  writer  ;  endea 
vouring  as  much  as  poffible,  on  every  oo 
cafion,  to  defame  and  vilify  thofe,  whofe 
political  or  religious  fentiments  happened 
to  differ  from  his ;  and  not  a  little  defec 
tive  in  that  veracity,  'which  is  the  firft 
virtue  of  the  Hiftorian.  There  is',  in  what 
he  fays  of  Dr.  Guild  alone,  fuch  a  palpable 
want  of  candour,  as  cannot  fail  to  difguft 
difcerning  readers ;  and  fuch  opprobrious 
railing,  as  fome  have  long  ago  indignantly 
cenfured. 

Mr.  Ruddiman,  in  the  letter  already 
mentioned,  tells  his  friend,  "  I  have  been, 
"  for  upwards  of  forty  years  paft,  picking 
"  up  fuch  of  Dodor  Guild's  works,  as  I 
"  could  light  on ;  from  the  great  efteem  I 
'*  had  always  conceived  of  that  excellent 

"  divine. 
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"  divine — And  I  would  be  content  IQ 
"  know,  what  it  was  that  moved  the  fpleen 
"  of  Spalding  againft  Dr.  Guild,  which 
"  made  him  give  fuch  an  unfavourable  re- 
"  prefentation  of  the  actions  of  that  great 
"  man ;  whether  it  proceeded  from  a  pri- 
"  vate  grudge,  or  from  the  part  that  author 
-'  took  in  the  civil  commotions  of  thofe 
<•'  times." 

Befides  what  he  fays  of  Dr.  Guild,  and 
his  writings,  in  general;  Mr.  Ruddiman 
expreffes  himfelf  more  particularly,  and  in 
very  ftrong  terms,  as  to  the  peculiar  merit 
of  fome  of  the  Dodoes  performances ; 
and,  if  an  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the 
reft,  from  thofe  now  extant,  they  were  all 
of  them  works,  if  not  of  brilliant  genius, 
yet  of  found  fenfe,  theological  knowledge, 
and  rational  piety. 

The  opponent  of  Mr.  Ruddiman  as  a 

Gram- 
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Grammarian,  Mr.  James  Man,  agreed  en 
tirely  with  him  in  his  cenfure  of  Spalding* 
41  By  his  account  of  Dr.  Guild,"  fays  hcj 
"  it  appears  that  Spalding  has  been  a  man 
"  of  no  great  genius,  fince  he  defcends  to 
48  fuch  low  and  trivial  things,  and  makes 
41  much  ado  about  nothing." 

Not  to  multiply  teftimonies  in  favour  of 
Dodor  Guild,  I  fhall  only  add  that  of  a 
writer,  who  had  certainly  accefs  to  the 
moft  accurate  information  concerning  his 
charader,  if  he  had  not  a  perfonal  acquain 
tance  with  him.  It  is  given,  in  the  Ap 
pendix  to  Spotifwood's  Hijtory  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  when  the  author  fpeaks  of 
the  depofition  of  Principal  Leflie.  "  In 
if  his  room,"  fays  he,  "  was  eleded  William 
"  Guild,  Dodor  of  Divinity,  Minifter  in 
"  Aberdeen,  and  one  of  the  Chaplains  to 
"  King  Charles  the  firft,  a  learned  antiwar- 

"  thy 
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"  thy  pcrfon"  Though  that  publication 
.was  anonymous,  I  have  now  before  me 
.proof,  that  the  author  of  it  was  a  Clergy 
man  of  Canterbury,  two  of  whofe  neareft 
relations  were  Profeflbrs  in  King's  College, 
while  Doftor  Guild  was  Principal. 

The  approbation  of  men  of  knowledge 
and  abilities,  which  was  fo  liberally  bef- 
towed  on  Dr.  Guild,  is  a  fufficient  indica 
tion  of  true  merit ;  but  very  uncommon 
excellence  is  neceflary  to  command  and 
fecure  the  general  efteem.  The  light  muft 
be  very  clear,  where  the  dimmed  eye  per 
ceives  it ;  and  the  conviction  very  ftrong, 
where  every  man  of  plain  fenfe,  as  well  as 
the  man  of  more  difcernmcnt,  feels  its 
force.  Yet,  of  the  general  eftimation,  in 
which  Dr.  Guild  and  his  writings  were 
held,  it  is  at  leaft  a  prefumptive  proof,  that 
after  his  death,  in  the  year  1658,  a  col 
lection 
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lection  of  his  works  was  reprinted  at  Lon 
don.     Bpokfellers  do  not  ufually .  pay  this 
compliment  to  works,  for  which  there  is. 
little  demand. 

But,  the  Journal  of  Spalding,  though 
injurious  enough  to  Dr.  Guild  as  a  writer, 
goes  ftill  further  than  to  deprive  him  of 
literary  merit.  It  aims  at  his  reputation 
a  more  mifchievous  thruft,  arid  reprefents 
him  as  a  man  of  very  flexible  and  tempo 
rizing  principles.  How  degrading  the 
character,  and  how  unjuft !  Dodor  Guild 
maintained  his  principles  with  exemplary 
firmnefs,  though  not  with  bigotry;  he  was 
fteady,  but  not  dogmatical ;  and  if,  at  any 
time,  he  varied  his  opinions,  it  was  accor 
ding  to  the  views  he  received  of  truth. 
What  but  this,  which  has  been  the  condudl 
of  all  wife  and  honeft  men,  was  to  be  ex- 

pefted 
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peded  from  Dr.  Guild?  The  intolerant 
Zealot  is  ever  obftinate,  and  flints  his  eyes 
againft  the  light ;  the  Slave  of  Party  will 
not  admit  a  ray,  which  would  difcover 
truths  oppofing  his  prejudices  and  paffions  : 
but  the  Man  of  Candour  and  Honefty  is 
defirous  of  light  and  knowledge,  will  ever 
make  Truth  his  guide,  and  will  follow  her 
whitherfoever  fhe  leads  him. 

To  fay  more,  in  regard  to  the  afperfions 
of  Spalding,  would  perhaps  be  fuperfluous  : 
to  have  faid  lefs,  would  have  been  fome* 
thing  worfe.  It  would  have  been  iniqui 
tous,  in  the  Memorialift  of  Dr.  Guild,  to 
have  allowed  an  open  attack  upon  his 
chara&er  to  pafs,  without  reprehenfion ; 
or  the  unwary  to  be  milled  into  a  wrong 
opinion  of  him,  by  partial  information, 
But,  while  he  clears  a  Name  from  obloquy, 

which 
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ought  to  have  been  mentioned  with 
honour,  he  would  alfo  himfelf  avoid  the 
extreme  of  unbounded  panegyric.  Even 
the  truth  of  character  may  be  injured,  by 
exaggerated  praife. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  Dr.  Guild 
was  without  any  fault  or  imperfection. 
Infirmities  are  infeparable  from  human  na 
ture  ;  and  to  be  the  beft  of  the  fpecies,  is 
only  to  have  the  feweft,  and  mofl  harmlefs 
defects.  "  For  there  is  not  a  juft  man  up- 
"  on  earth,  who  doth  good,  and  finneth 
"  not."  But  if  piety,  and  charity,  and  be 
neficence,  deferve  to  be  praifed,  the  claim 
of  Doffor  Guild,  to  very  high  commenda 
tion,  cannot  juftly  be  difputed.  Opinion 
may  fometimes  ufurp  the  place  of  reafon, 
and  honour  the  unworthy,  even  tyrants 
and  oppreflbrs,  with  an  excellent  name  ; 

but 
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but  what  are  the  idols  of  caprice  and  flat 
tery  ? 

— Doft  them  demand  a  teft:, 
A  teft  at  once  infallible  and  fliort, 
Of  real  greatnefs  ?  That  man  greatly  lives, 
Whate'er  his  fate  or  fame,  who  greatly  dies  ; 
High-flufh'd  with  hope,  where  Heroes  (hall  defpair. 
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Indicated  by  the  Marks  of  Reference,  in  fome  of  th 
preceding  pages. 


Note  [A]  page  22. 

When  the  Reformation  took  place  in  Scotland, 
a  plan  for  the  worfhip  and  government  of  the 
church  was  drawn  up,  embraced,  and  ratified,  fo 
far  as  circumftances  would  permit.  Of  that  plan, 
which  K.  James  became  afterwards  fo  defirous  to 
alter,  he  had  expreffed  the  highefl  approbation, 
and  given  it  a  comparative  preference,  in  very 
flrong  terms.  "  I  praife  God,"  faid  he,  "  that  I 
"  was  born  in  fuch  a  time  of  the  light  of  the  gof- 
"  pel;  and  to  fuch  a  place,  as  to  be  King  of  a 
"  country  where  there  is  a  church,  the  fmcereft 
H  "  upon 
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"  upon  earth,  even  the  church  of  Geneva  not  ex- 
"  cepted,  feeing  they  keep  feflival  days,  as  Eafter 
"  and  Chrlftmas.  What  have  they  for  them  ? 
tc  They  have  no  inftitution.  As  for  our  neigh- 
"  bours  in  England,  their  fervice  is  an  ill  mumbled 
"  Mafs  in  Englifh  j  they  want  little  of  the  Mafs, 
"  but  the  liftings. 

"  Now  I  charge  you,  my  good  people  (he  ad- 
dreffed  himfelf  to  the  General  AfTembly  in  1590) 
"  Barons,  Gentlemen,  Minifters,  and  Elders,  that 
"  you  all  ftand  to  your  purity,  and  exhort  the 
"  people  to  do  the  fame ;  and  fo  long  as  I  have 
4C  life  and  crown,  I  {hall  maintain  the  fame  againft 
"  all  deadly." 

He  feems  to  have  been  of  the  fame  fentiments^ 
when  he  faid,  "  The  religion  profefled  in  this 
<c  country,  wherein  I  was  brought  up,  and  ever 
"  made  profeffion  of,  and  wimes  my  Son  ever  to 
"  continue  in  the  fame,  as  the  only  true  form  of 
"  God's  worfhip,  &c.— (Bafil.  Dor.)  I  do  equally 
"  love  and  honour  the  learned  and  grave  men  of 
"  either  of  thefe  opinions,  that  like  better  of  the 
"  fmgle  form  of  policy  in  our  church,  than  of  the 
"  many  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England, 

"  &c. — 
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«  &c — (ib.)  I  exhort  my  Son  to  be  beneficial  to 
"  the  good  men  of  the  Miniftry,  praifing  God 
"  that  there  is  prefently  a  fufficient  number  of 
€C  good  men  of  them  in  this  kingdom,  and  yet  are 
"  they  all  known  to  be  againft  the  form  of  the 
"  Englifh  Church." 

His  Majefty,  however,  was  not  remarkable  for 
iteadinefs  or  confiftency.  In  what  he  now  devifed, 
with  regard  to  the  church  of  Scotland,  he  depart 
ed  from  the  principles,  which  he  had  fo  freely 
and  folemnly  avowed ;  and  zealouily  contended 
for  thofe  very  obfervances,  which  he  had  formerly 
pronounced  unfcriptural.  But  the  Clergy,  who 
were  in  general,  as  he  had  faid,  againft  the  form  of 
the  Englifh  Church,  though  difpofed  to  make  fome 
conceffions  for  the  fake  of  peace,  could  not  be 
brought  to  an  entire  acquiefcence  in  his  fcheme. 

The  aflembly  at  St.  Andrews  fo  far  complied 
with  his  views,  as  to  appoint  cc  the  Holy  Com- 
"  munion  to  be  given  feverally  to  every  man  out 
cc  of  the  Minifter's  hand;"  and  alfo,  that  it  fhould 
be  "  adminiftred  to  any  fick  perfon,  earneftly  de- 
£C  firous  of  it,  and  known  to  be  unable  to  refort 
"  to  the  church,  there  being  fix  perfons  at  lead 
H  2  "  prefent 
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"  prefent  with  the  Tick  perfon  to  receive."  Rut, 
with  regard  to  the  articles,  which  afterwards  oc- 
cafioned  fo  much  difturbance,  the  Afiembly  re- 
folved,  "  to  write  to  his  Majefty,  in  all  humility,. 
cc  to  hold  them  excufed  in  that  they  had  not 
"  granted  thefe  Articles,  and  to  promife  to  travel 
"  for  farther  information  to  give  his  Majefty  fatis- 
"  faction,  fo  far  as  in  them  lay." 


Note  [B]  page  46'. 

King  William  the  Lion  was  the  -founder  of  this 
building,  and  the  tradition  is,  that  it  was  occafion- 
ally  the  place  of  his  Majefty 's  refidence.  It  be 
came  afterwards  a  convent  of  the  Trinity  Friars, 
who  feem  to  have  been  eftabliflred  in  Aberdeen  at 
a  very  early  period.  Upon  the  fuppreflion  of 
monafteries  at  the  Reformation,  it  had  been  gran 
ted,  or  fold  to  a  private  perfon  ;  and  it  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Dr.  Guild,  in  1631,  from  Mowat  of 
Ardo. 

In  the  public  hall,  there  is  a  large,  but  rudely 

executed 
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executed  portrait  of  William  the  Lion,  together 
with  one  equally  large,  and  much  more  nicely 
finifhed,  of  Dr.  Guild.  Here  alfo  are  the  por 
traits  of  mod  of  the  Patrons,  from  Dr.  Guild  to 
the  late  reverend  Dr.  George  Campbell ;  and  of 
fome  eminent  Artificers,  particularly  one  of  the 
father  of  Dr.  Guild. 

In  this  hall,  the  feveral  corporations  affemble, 
at  different  times,  to  hold  their  courts,  in  whidi 
the  Deacon  of  each  corporation  prefides.  The 
Convener,  Deacons,  and  certain  reprefentatives 
from  the  corporations,  form  what  is  called  the 
Convener  Court ,  which  meets  in  the  fame  place. 

About  the  year  1771,  the  corporations,  con- 
fidering  that  the  Widows  of  Tradefmen  were 
often  left  in  indigent  circumftances,  without  any 
fuitable  provifion  for  their  fubfiftence  after  their 
hufbands  death,  refolved  to  raife  and  eftablifli  a 
fund,  for  a  provifion  for  all  their  widows.  Ar 
ticles  of  a  fcheme  were  accordingly  prepared, 
examined,  and  fan&ioned  by  the  corporations, 
entitling  the  widows  of  the  original  members  and 
•contributors  to  this  fund,  to  enter  thereto  at  the 
term  of  Whitfunday  1778,  or  at  the  firft  term  of 
II  3  Whitfuin 
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Whitfunday  or  Martinmas  thereafter,  after  their 
huibands  death ;  and  entitling  the  widows  of  all 
future  entrants  into  any  of  the  corporations,  to  an 
annuity  out  of  the  forefaid  fund,  at  the  firft  term 
of  Whitfunday  or  Martinmas  after  their  hufbands 
death,  and  after  the  elapfe  of  feven  years  from 
their  hufbands  admiffion  into  any  of  the  corpora 
tions.  This  fund,  though  the  annuities  which 
it  can  afford  have  not  hitherto  been  very  ample, 
nas  been  of  confiderable  fervice  to  thofe,  for  whom 
it  was  principally  defigned. 

Befides  the  general  funds,  in  which  the  united 
corporations  have  a  common  intereft,  there  are 
funds  peculiarly  appropriated  to  each  corporation, 
Of  thefe,  one  of  the  inoft  confiderable,  belongs 
to  the  corporation  of  Tailors.  It  was  bequeathed 
to  them,  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Milne  (who 
had  been  a  member  of  that  corporation)  and  is 
declared  to  be  "  for  the  ufe  and  behoof  of  the 
"  fons  of  decayed  freemen  of  the  Tailor  Trade — 
cc  foi  inflru&ing  them  in  reading^  'writing  and  ac- 
"  compting,  and  binding  them  apprentices  to  trades 
^  within  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen — the  names  of 
*?  Milne  and  Lilly  to  be  preferred." 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Milne  gave,  by  his  will,  an  eventual  intereft 
in  this  fund,  to  the  other  corporations  y  their 
right  to  which  they  renounced,  for  what  was 
thought  an  equivalent,  fo  that  the  corporation  of 
Tailors  have  now  exclufively  the  benefit  of  the 
fund,  for  the  fons  of  Tailors.  It  is  appointed  to 
be  under  the  management  of  "  the  Patron  of  the 
"  Trades'  Hofpital,  with  feven  of  the  mod  judi- 
cc  cious  of  the  Tailor  trade,  whereof  the  prefent 
' c  Deacon  for  the  time  one/' 


Note  [c]  page  52. 

King  James  urged  this  Affembly  by  a  Ietter3 
not  of  the  mod  gracious  kind,  to  an  immediate 
and  full  compliance  with  his  views.  He  repro 
bated  the  proceedings  of  the  former  Aflembly, 
held  at  St.  Andrews  in  November  1617;  expref- 
fed  his  high  difpleafure  at  the  oppofition,  with 
which  the  propofed  articles  had  hitherto  met ;  his 
opinion,  that  much  of  it  was  owing  to  the  indif- 
cretion  and  pufillanimity  of  the  clergy  5  his  having 

H  4  once 
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once  refolved,  that  he  fhould  never  again  fubmit 
the  matter  to  their  judgment,  knowing  his  right 
to  appoint  fuch  things  without  their  confent ; 
and,  in  ihort,  his  fixed  purpofe  to  be  fatisfied  with 
nothing  lefs  than  "  a  fimple  and  direct  accepta- 
^  tion  of  the  articles,  in  the  form  in  which  they 
"  were  fent." 

When  this  letter  was  read  in  the  Aflernbly,  it 
gave  no  fmall  offence  to  many  of  the  members. 
Even  the  Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  who  a&ed 
as  Moderator,  in  opening  the  bufmefs,  profeffed 
his  diflike  to  the  innovations  propofed ;  but  re 
commended  a  compliance,  on  account  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  earneftnefs,  and  to  prevent  the  evils  which 
were  likely  to  arife  from  any  further  oppofition. 
Dr.  Toung,  DezaofWinchefter,  his  Majefty's  High 
Commiffioner,  being  requefted  to  give  his  opinion, 
endeavoured,  in  amodeft  and  conciliatory  fpeech, 
to  imprefs  the  a{Tembly  with  a  fenfe  of  the  piety 
and  goodnefs  of  the  Sovereign,  and  of  his  anxious 
defire  to  promote  the  interefts  of  religion,  and 
the  profperity  of  the  national  church.  The  re 
verend  Commiffioner  exprefied,  in  the  flrongeft 
terms,  his  own  affectionate  attachment  to  Scotland  1 

his 


AND    OBSERVATIONS.  IIJ 

his  native  country ;  and  entreated  the  aflembly, 
as  they  valued  its  peace  and  happinefs,  to  accept 
the  articles,  as  now  laid  before  them. 

Thefe  articles  were;  "  i,  That  the  facramenfc 
"  of  the  Lord's  Supper  be  celebrate  by  the  people 
*"  on  their  knees.  2,  That  it  be  privately  admini- 
"  ftrated  to  perfons  on  death-bed,  three  or  four 
"  being  prefent  to  communicate  with  them,  and  a 
cc  place  convenient,  and  all  things  neceflar  de- 
"  cently  provided.  3,  That  Eaptlfm^  when  great 
"  need  (hall  compel,  be  adminiftrate  in  private 
"  houfes,  and  declaration  made  thereof  next 
"  Lord's  day  in  the  congregation.  4,  That  Mini- 
cc  flers  catechife  all  young  children  of  eight  years 
<J  of  age,  and  that  the  Bifhops,  in  their  vifitations, 
^  caufe  prefent  them  to  them,  and  blefs  them 
-  with  prayers  and  impofition  of  hands.  5,  That 
cc  the  days  of  our  Lord's  Birth,  Paiiion,  Refur- 
"  redion,  and  Afcennon,  and  fending  down  of 
"  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  obferved  by  the  Minifters, 
"  in  commemoration  of  thefe  ineftimable  bene- 
"  fits." 

It  was  urged  in  oppofition,  "  That  the  AiTembly 
v  had  not  been  regularly  convened ;  that  there 

C£  was 
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<c  was  no  freedom  of  decifion,  and  that  the  things 
ic  propofed  were  fcandalous,  fuperftitious,  and 
"  altogether  contrary  to  the  purity  of  the  gofpel ; 
"  That  it  was  Idolatry,  to  receive  the  facrament 
"  of  the  Lord's  Supper  kneeling  ;  that  the  admi- 
"  ftration  of  Baptifm  out  of  the  church  was 
cc  abufive,  and  favoured  the  opinion  of  the  abfo- 
"  lute  neceffity  of  baptifm  ;  that  the  Confirmation 
"  of  children,  by  the  impofition  of  the  hands  of 
5C  the  BJfhop,  was  a  Popifh  facrament ;  that  it  was 
"  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  communion,  to 
<c  celebrate  it  any  where  but  in  the  church ;  and 
<c  that  the  obfervation  of  Feafts  was  a  Jewilh  fu- 
ic  perdition." 

The  articles,  however,  after  much  debate,  ob 
tained  the  fanction  of  the  AfTembly.  But,  the 
general  prepofleffion  againft  them,  remained  as 
ftrong  as  ever.  They  were  rendered  flill  more 
unpopular,  by  an  act  of  the  Privy  Council,  which 
required  a  more  flrict  and  folemn  obfervance  of 
the  Feftivals,  than  the  Ailembly  had  appointed ; 
enacting,  that  there  fhould  be  a  ceffhtion  and  ab- 
H'mencefrnm  all  kind  of  labour  and  handy-work,  upon 
them;  and  certifying  tranfgrefTors,  that  they 

fliculd 
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thould  "  be  repute,  holden,  and  efteemed  as  fc- 
cc  ditious,  factious  and  unquiet  perfons,  diflurb- 
"  ers  of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Kirk,  con- 
cc  temners  of  his  Majefty's  juffc  and  royal  com- 
"  mandment,  and  punifhed  therefore  in  their 
<c  perfons  and  goods,  with  all  rigour  and  extre- 
"  mitie,  to  the  terrour  of  others,  at  the  arbitri- 
"  ment  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privie  Council." 

Ratifn.  of  the  A6b  of  Gl.  Afly.  at  Perth,  the 
aiftof  Oaoben6i8.  • 


Note  [D]  page  66. 

A  fcene  appeared,  of  a  very  different  afpecl ; 
which  exhibited  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  an 
awful  leffon  of  inftrudion.  To  Sovereigns,  it 
held  forth  the  danger  of  exercifing  a  defpotic 
authority  ;  and  to  fubjecls,  the  mifery  of  depart- 
ing  from  thofe  neceflary  rules  of  fubmiffion,  which 
it  is  not  lefs  their  iritereft  than  their  duty  to  obferve. 

Should  length  of  time  have  weakened  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  fad  cataftrophe,  by  which  this  lef 
fon 
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fon  was  conveyed ;  it  has  been  renewed  to  the 
prefent  age,  by  another  dreadful  example,  with 
additional  circumftances  of  diftrefs  and  horror. 
If  indeed  a  warning  can  be  received  by  men,  of 
which  the  impreflion  mall  remain  indelible,  it  has 
certainly  been  given,  by  the  terrible  events  of  the 
Revolution  in  France.  Unparalleled  in  its  def- 
tru&ive  progrefs,  it  has  not  only  med  torrents  of 
blood,  in  the  unhappy  country  which  gave  it  rife, 
but  extended  its  atrocities  to  diftant  nations ; 
threatened  to  caft  down  every  throne,  to  diflblve 
all  the  bonds  of  focial  order,  and  to  extirpate  re 
ligion,  peace,  and  liberty. 

Be  wife  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings ;  be  inftruc- 
ted,  ye  judges,  and  all  ye  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
Forget  not  truths,  the  remembrance  of  which  is 
eflential  to  the  fafety  of  empires.  Cultivate  that 
righteoufnefs,  by  which  you  are  affured  of  honour 
and  happinefs ;  and  avoid  thofe  fins  and  vices, 
which  make  men  uneafy  in  themfelves,  and 
troublefome  to  others ;  which  are  the  mifery  of 
every  private  perfon,  and  the  bane  of  public  fo- 
ciety. 


Note 
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Note  [E]  page  66. 

Charle*  I.  Parl.  2.  Aft  5. 
"  Anent  the  Ratification  of  the  Covenant,   &<:. 

"  At  Edinburgh,  June  nth,  1640. 
"  The  Eftates  of  Parliament,  prefently  convee- 
"  ned  by  his  Majefty's  fpecial  authority,  confide- 
"  ring  the  fupplication  of  the  General  Ailembly 
"  at  Edinburgh,  the  i2th  of  Augujl  1639,  to  his 
"  Majefty's  High  Commiffioner,  and  the  Lords 
"  of  his  Majefty's  Honourable  Privy  Council  ; 
"  and  the  A<5t  of  Council  the  30th  of  Augujl 
"  1639,  containing  the  anfwer  of  the  faid  fuppli- 
"  cation,  and  the  Aft  of  the  faid  General  Af- 
cc  fembly,  ordaining,  by  their  ecclefiaftick  con- 
"  ftitution,  the  fubfcription  of  the  Confeffion  of 
"  Faith  and  Covenant  mentioned  in  their  fup- 
"  plication  ;  and  withal  having  fupplicated  his 
"  Majefty,  to  ratify  and  enjoin  the  famen  by  his 
"  royal  authority,  under  all  civil  pains,  as  tending 
"  to  the  glory  of  God,  prefervation  of  religion, 
"  the  King's  Majefty's  honour,  and  the  perfect 
"  peace  of  this  kirk  and  kingdom,  do  ratify  and 

"  approve 
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"  approve  the  faid  fupplication,  act  of  Council, 
"  and  act  of  Aifembly ;  and  conform  thereto  or- 
"  dain  and  command  the  faid  ConfeJJion  and  Cove- 
"  nant  tobefubfcribedby  all  his  Majefty's  fubjects, 
"  of  what  rank  and  quality  foever,  under  all  civil 
"  pains  ;  and  ordain  the  faid  fupplication,  act  of 
"  Council,  and  act  of  the  Affembly,  with  the 
"  whole  ConfeJJion  and  Covenant  itfelf,  to  be  infert 
"  and  regiftrate  in  the  acts  and  books  of  parlia- 
"  ment ;  and  alfo  ordain  the  famen  to  be  prefen- 
"  ted  at  the  entry  of  every  parliament,  and  be- 
"  fore  they  proceed  to  any  other  act,  that  the 
"  fame  be  publickly  read  and  fworn  by  the  whole 
"  members  of  parliament,  claiming  voice  therein; 
"  other  wife  the  refufers  to  fubfcribe  and  fwear 
"  the  fame,  mail  have  no  place  nor  voice  in  par- 
"  liament :  and  fuch  like  ordain  all  judges,  ma- 
ci  giftrates,  or  other  officers,  of  whatsoever  place, 
ic  rank  or  quality,  and  minillers  at  their  entry,  to 
"  fwear  and  fubfcribe  the  famen  Covenant" 

The  article  of  the  Covenant ',  which  was  at  the 
firft  fubfcription  referred  to  the  determination  of 
the  General  Affembly,  being  now  determined  ;  and 
thereby  the  Five  Articles  of  Perth,  the  government 

of 
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of  the  Kirk  by  El/hops,  and  the  civil  places  and  power 
of  Kirkmen,  upon  the  reafons  and  grounds  contai 
ned  in  the  a&s  of  the  General  Aflembly,  declared 
to  be  unlawful  within  the  Kirk  of  Scotland;  all 
fubfcriptions  were  exprefsly  required  to  be,  ac 
cording  to  this  determination. 


Note  [F^  page  70. 

In  1494  the  village  of  Old  Aberdeen  was,  at 
the  defire  of  the  King,  creeled,  by  the  Pope's 
Bull,  into  an  Univerfitas  ftudii  generalis,  in  the 
common  form  of  univerfities,  and  with  all  the 
privileges  competent  to  any  of  them.  King  James 
the  fourth,  in  confequence  of  that  bull,  erected 
Old  Aberdeen  (1498)  into  a  City  and  Univerflty, 
with  all  the  privileges  of  the  Univerfities  of  Paris., 
St.  Andrews,  and  Glafgow.  Within  this  univer- 
fity,  Bifhop  William  Elphinfton  founded,  and  amply 
endowed  a  college  (1500)  which  was  at  firft  called 
St.  Mary's;  but,  being  afterwards  taken  into  the 

King's 
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King's  particular  protection,  was  for  that  reafon 
called  the  King's  College. 

When  the  Reformation  of  religion  took  place 
in  Scotland,  this  event  brought  along  with  it  a 
laudable  zeal  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge, 
which  appeared  in  the  care  taken  by  the  King 
and  Parliament,  not  only  to  increafe  the  revenues 
of  the  universities  already  eflablimed,  and  to  purge 
them  from  fuch  particulars  in  their  ftatutes,  as 
favoured  popery,  but  likewife  to  multiply  femi- 
naries  of  learning. 

Some  of  the  tiends,  or  revenues  of  the  fup- 
preffed  monafteries,  having  been  granted  to  Earl 
Marifcbal,  his  lordftiip  applied  this  grant  to  the 
ufeful  purpofe,  of-  founding  and  endowing  a  col 
lege  in  New  Aberdeen,  which  was  called,  in  ho 
nour  of  the  founder,  Marifcbal  College. 

The  charter  of  King  Charles  the  firft,  which 
united  this  feminary  to  the  King's  College,  was 
iffued  in  1641,  and  exprefles  his  Majefty's  inten 
tion,  in  the  following  words ;  "  Mandavimus 
"  quibufdam  ex  nobilitate  aliifque,  perfcrutare  et 
"  iniquirere  prefenti  ftatu  Univ.  Veteris  Aber- 
"  donise,  et  noftrss  Academic  ejufdem,  nee  non 

"  Novx 
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*c  Novae  Academire  Aberdonenfis,  Academise 
cc  Marefcallanae  nuncupate  —  —  Unimus  et 
"  erigimus  dictas  Academias,  Veteris  et  Novse 
"  Aberdonias,  in  Unam  Univerfitatem,  omni  tem- 
"  pore  future,  Univerfitatem  Caroli  Regis  de  Absr- 
cc  dene  nuncupandam." 

An  inquiry  was  accordingly  made,  in  terms  of 
this  charter,  into  the  flate  of  the  two  colleges,  by 
the  Earl  of  Sutherland  and  the  other  Commiffion- 
ers.  Upon  whofe  report,  the  union  was  confir 
med  ;  and  his  Majefty  granted  to  the  Univerfity 
the  revenue  of  the  Bifhop  of  Aberdeen ;  two 
thirds  to  the  King's  College,  and  one  third  to  the 
Marifchal  College.  The  grant  was  ratified  by  ad 
of  parliament  ;  and  the  union,  in  fome  refpecls, 
took  place.  A  Chancellor,  Re&or,  and  other 
univerfity-ofHcers,  were  chofen  by  the  members 
of  both  colleges,  in  joint  affembly  at  King's  Col 
lege  ;  and  they  appointed  a  common  Factor,  for 
collecting  and  managing  the  Bifhop's  rents.  As 
to  the  management  of  their  former  revenue,  their 
courfe  of  teaching,  and  other  particulars,  the  two 
colleges,  like  thofe  in  the  Englifh  Univerfitie.% 
ftill  remained  diftinc~t  and  feparate. 

' 
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It  is  probable,  the  colleges  would  have  derived 
more  benefit,  than  they  did,  from  his  Majefty's 
patronage,  had  not  his  fubfequent  misfortunes  in 
tervened.  Nor  did  they  long  enjoy  the  addition, 
which  he  thus  made  to  their  revenue,  by  the 
grant  of  the  Bifhop's  rents.  Upon  the  reftoration 
of  Charles  the  fecond,  all  the  acts  of  the  parlia 
ments  1640,  41,  &c.  unfavourable  to  Epifcopacy, 
were  refcinded,  the  Hierarchy  was  reftored  ;  and 
all  acts,  gifts,  or  deeds,  in  prejudice  of  the  feveral 
Bifhoprics,  were  annulled.  The  grant  to  the 
Colleges,  and  the  royal  charter  of  union  connected 
with  it,  were  hereby  rendered  void  ;  and  the  two 
feminaries  became,  feparate  and  diflincl:,  as  they 
had  been  formerly. 


Note  [G]  page  85. 

The  Council  of  Conftance  was  one  of  the  greatell 
General  Councils,  which  the  Church  of  Rome 
ever  held.     It  was  diflinguifhed,  by  the  perfonal 
prefence  of  John  the  XXIII,  who  had  been  elect 
ed 
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ed  Pontiff  in  the  year  1410;  of  the  Emperor  Si- 
gifmund ;  of  a  great  number  of  electoral  and 
other  fovereign  Princes,  Cardinals,  Prelates,  Doc 
tors,  and  Ambafiadors  from  the  chief  Potentates 
and  dates  of  Europe,  whofe  monarchs  or  regents 
could  not  perfonally  attend. 

This  famous  council  was  opened,  on  the  fifth 
of  November  1414,  and  clofed  on  the  twenty 
fecond  of  April  1418  ;  having  laded  aimed  three 
years  and  a  half.  It  had  not  been  long  aflembled, 
when  the  event  took  place,  which  occafioned  the 
folemn  proted  and  appeal,  of  the  dates  of  Bo- 
,  hernia  and  Moravia,  refpe&ing  John  Hufs  and 
Jerome  of  Prague  ;  the  original  of  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  the  manufcript,  which  Doctor 
Guild  had  fo  carefully  preferved,  and  which  he 
bequeathed  to  the  College  of  Edinburgh. 

The  cauie  of  that  appeal,  about  which  fome 
may  be  defirous  to  have  further  information,  was, 
in  brief,  as  follows. 

John  Hufs,  Pador  of  the  church  of  Bethlehem 
in  Prague,  Dean  and  Rector  of  the  Univerfity,  a 
man  of  exemplary  piety  and  great  knowledge, 
having  incurred  the  difpleafure  and  cenfures  of 

I  2  the 
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the  Archbifhop  of  Prague,  and  likewife  of  the 
Pope,  for  having  fpoken  rather  freely  of  the  See 
of  Rome,  was  accufed  of  herefy,  and  fummoned 
to  appear  at  Conflance,  to  anfwer  for  his  conduct. 

Confcious  of  the  integrity  of  his  heart ;  con 
fiding  in  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe  ;  and  thinking 
himfelf  fecured  from  the  malicious  defigns  of  his 
enemies,  by  a  pafTport  which  he  had  received  from 
the  Emperor  Sigifmund,  Hufs  appeared  before 
the  council,  and  completely  refuted  the  charge 
brought  againfl  him, 

But  the  enemies  of  this  good  man,  who  were 
very  numerous,  perfifted  in  accufmg  him ;  and 
urged  their  complaints  with  fuch  ariifice  and  fuc- 
cefs,  that,  by  the  mod  infamous  breach  of  public 
faith,  he  was  caft  into  prifon,  declared  a  Heretic, 
becaufe  he  refufed  to  plead  guilty  againfl  the 
dictates  of  his  confcience,  and  condemned  to  be 
burnt  alive. 

He  heard  his  fentence  with  great  compofure ; 
and  kneeling  down  in  the  council,  he  looked 
earneftly  towards  heaven,  and  faid,  with  all  the 
fpirit  of  primitive  martyrdom,  "  May  thy  infinite 
"  mercy,  O  my  God,  pardon  this  injuftice  of  my 

"  enemies. 
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*'  enemies.  Thou  knoweft  the  injuftice  of  my 
"  accufers;  how  deformed  with  crimes  I  have  been 
"  reprefented ;  how  I  have  been  opprefled  by 
"  worthlefs  witnefies,  and  a  falfe  condemnation  : 
"  Yet,  O  my  God,  let  that  mercy  of  thine,  which 
"  no  tongue  can  exprefs,  prevail  with  thee  not 
"  to  avenge  my  wrongs." 

The  dreadful  punimrnent,  to  which  he  was  con 
demned,  he  endured,  with  aftonifhing  magnani 
mity  and  refignation,  upon  the  fixth  day  of  July 
1415  ;  expreffing  in  his  laft  moments  the  noblefl 
fentiments  of  love  to  God,  and  the  mod  triumph 
ant  hope  of  the  accomplilhment  of  thofe  precious 
promifes,  with  which  the  gofpel  animates  the  true 
Chriftian  in  the  profpedt  of  eternity. 

"Jerome  of  Prague  Ihared  the  fame  fate,  with  like 
pious  fortitude,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May  1416". 
He  had  been  the  early  and  intimate  companion 
of  John  Hufs,  and  came  voluntarily  to  the  Coun 
cil  of  Conftance,  with  the  generous  defign  of  fup- 
porting  and  feconding  his  persecuted  friend. 

Jerome  fuffered  extremely,  in  a  long  and  rigo 
rous  irnprifonment ;  and  at  lad  underwent  a  trial, 
as  partial  and  unjufl  as  that  of  Hufs.  When  he 
I  3  defined 
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defired  to  make  his  defence,  and  was  refilled  per. 
miflion,  he  is  faid  to  have  exclaimed  in  the  council, 
"  What  barbarity  is  this  !  For  three  hundred  and 
"  forty  days  have  I  been  through  all  the  variety  of 
"  prifons.  There  is  not  a  mifery,  there  is  not  a 
"  want,  which  1  have  not  experienced.  To  my 
"  enemies  you  have  allowed  the  fulled  fcope  of 
*c  accufation  ;  to  me,  you  deny  the  lead  opportu- 
"  nity  of  defence.  Not  an  hour  will  you  indulge 
"  me  in  preparing  for  my  trial.  You  have  fwal- 
<c  lowed  the  blacked  calumnies  againd  me.  You 
"  have  reprefented  me  as  an  Heretic,  without 
"  knowing  my  doctrine  ;  as  an  enemy  to  the  faith, 
"  without  knowing  what  faith  I  profeiled  ;  as  a 
4C  perfecutor  of  prieds,  before  you  could  have  an 
"  opportunity  of  underdanding  my  fentiments  on 
cc  that  head.  You  are  a  General  Council ;  in 
"  you  centre  all  that  this  world  can  communicate 
"  of  gravity,  wifdom,  and  fan&ity  ;  but  dill  you 
"  are  men,  and  men  are  feducible  by  appearances. 
"  The  higher  your  character  is  for  wifdom,  the 
"  greater  ought  your  care  to  be  not  to  deviate  in- 
"  to  folly.  The  caufe  I  now  plead,  is  not  my 
"  own  caufe  ;  it  is  the  caufe  of  men,  it  is  the  caufe 

"  of 
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•"  of  Chriftians ;  it  is  a  caufe,  which  is  to  affect 
"  the  rights  of  pofterity,  however  the  experiment 
"  is  to  be  made  in  my  perfon." 

Many  of  the  zealots,  in  the  Aflembly,  were 
againft  his  being  allowed  to  proceed.  It  was, 
however,  decided  by  the  majority,  that  he  mould 
be  fully  heard.  He  then  addreffed  the  Council, 
in  fuch  a  drain  of  moving  eloquence,  that  the  hard 
heart  of  intolerant  zeal  feemed  to  relent,  and  the 
mind  of  fuperflition  to  admit  a  ray  of  conviction. 
A  Roman  Catholic  hiftorian  is  impartial  enough 
to  declare,  "  that  Jerome,  in  all  he  fpoke,  faid  no- 
"  thing  unbecoming  a  great  and  wife  man  ;"  and, 
he  candidly  owns,  that,  "  if  what  Jerome  faid  was 
"  true,  he  was  not  only  free  from  capital  guilt, 
"  but  from  the  fmalleft  blame." 

He  received,  however,  the  fame  fentence,  which 
had  been  palled  upon  his  martyred  countryman. 

The  cruel  murder  of  thefe  two  excellent  men, 
together  with  fome  other  provocations,  occafioned 
a  long  and  bloody  war,  in  which  the  Bohemians 
and  Moravians  fhowed  that  determined1  refolution, 
which  their  proteft  had  before  announced. 

I  4  Addition? 
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Addition  to  Note  [B] 

Containing,  by  defire,  the  particulars  of  Dr. 
Guild's  original  Deed  of  Foundation  of  the  Tri 
nity  or  Trades  Hofpital,  and  other  articles,  of 
peculiar  importance  to  the  Corporations  of 
Aberdeen. 

The  introduftion  to  this  deed  is,  in  the  terms 

already    mentioned  (page  48)  after  which  it 

proceeds,  in  the  following  words  ; 

c  5  OtUattt  an  preacher  of  the  Divine  Word 

c  at  Aberdeen  (whom  the  fix  Trades  (hall  choofe 

c  of  the  number  of  their  own  paftors)  with  the 

c  Deacon  Convener,  Patron  [of  the  Hofpital]  who 

c  {hall  aflbciate  to  themfelves,  fix  Deacons  of  good 

c  fame,  prudence,  and  piety  (one  of  every  trade) 

£  whom  they  (hall  bind  with  a  folemn  oath,  one 

c  by  one,  that  they  nominate  thofe  whom  they 

c  judge  worthy  to  be  prefented  and  admitted,  of 

6  which  number  it  (hall  be  leefome  to  the  forefaid 

c  Minifter,  with  the  Deacon  Convener,  to  admit 

*  him  who  (hall  feem  moil  worthy  to  them,  and 
'  approved  pious  and  fober  to  others,  not  for  fup- 

*  plication  or  price,  but  only  out  of  charity,  as 

c  they 
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*  they  (hall  anfwer  to  God  in  the  day  of  their 
c  appearance." 

"  i?tWtfe?5  that  there  be  an  care  had  of  the 

*  Edifice,  of  the  yearly  income   thereof,  and  of 
4  thofe  that  fhsll  be  admitted  into  the  faid  Hofpital, 

*  ^jj  0TQfttH9  that  the  fame  day  in  which  the  Dea- 
'  con  Convener  is  cholen,  the  Director,  Matter  or 
6  Guider  of  the  faid  Hofpital  be  chofen  by  the  faid 
<  Minifter,  Deacon  Convener,  and  other  Deacons, 

*  an  diligent  and  godly  man,  able  to  exercife  the 
c  office,  and  who  (hall  give  an  account  of  his  dili- 

*  gence,  care,  and  faithful  adminiftration,  to  the 
«  faid  Minifter,  Deacon  Convener,  and  other  Dea- 

- c  cons  of  the  Trades,  the  week  preceding  the  eleo 

*  tion  of  the  Deacon  Convener,  or  Deacons  yearly. 

4  3f  toll  cllfO,  that  no  Woman  dwell  in  the 
c  faid  Hofpital  (although  the  wife  of  him  that  is 
6  admitted)  or  (lay  any  time  therein  ;  neither  that 
6  one  who  is  admitted,  wander  through  the  town 
<•  or  ftreets  forth  thereof,  and  that  they  all  be 
'  clothed  with  gowns  of  a  decent  colour.  ffift\ts 
<  flbn*,  that  the  faid  Bead-men  be  fubjecl:  and 

*  obedient  to  the  commands  and  admonifhments 

*  of  the  faid  Director ;  and  that  there  be  an  ho- 

c  neft, 
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*  neft,  godly,  and  peaceable  converfation  :  And 
f  if  any  of  them  wander  without,  or  be  trouble- 
6  fome  within  to  any  of  their  confer  ts,  or  commit 

*  any  other  fault,  or  be  found  difobedient,  or  any 
'  breaker  of  the  fanclions  of  thefe  mortifications, 
c  he  fhall  be  punifhed  in  his  perfon,  or  removed 

*  from  the  hofpital,  or  other  wife  withdrawn  by 

*  the  Director,  who  in  that  cafe  fhall  take    the 
4  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  Minifter  and  Dea- 
c  con  Convener  ;  who  have,  and  by  thir  prefents 
6  fliall  have  power,  one  poor  man  dying,  or  re- 
c  moving  from  the  faid  hofpital,  or  otherwife  with- 
c  drawn,  to  choofe  and  put  in  another  as  afore- 
«  faid. 

c  ^$  tOtli  alfO,  that  they  be  prefent  to  the  Sun- 
c  days  and  weekly  fermons  (unlefs  they  be  con- 
c  fined  to  their  beds  by  ficknefs),  as  alfo  the  public 
4  morning  and  evening  prayers  ;  and  alfo  that  in 
c  jheir  own  home  there  be  an  portion  of  the  word 
c  of  God  read  daily,  and  prayers,  by  a  convenient 
c  reader,  to  be  chofen  by  the  Patron  (who  fhall 

*  have  fifty  merks  paid  him  therefore  yearly)  to 
c  wit,  the  fervice  to  be  betwixt  nine  and  ten  in  the 

*  morning  or  forenoon,  and  three  and  four  in  the 

c  evening 
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*  evening  or  afternoon ;  and  whofoever  once  (ex- 
'  cept  through  ficknefs)  fhall  be  abfent,  let  him 
c  be  admonifhed  ;  if  twice,  pimifhed  by  the  Di- 
c  re&or  ;  if  thrice,  removed  from  the  hofpital. 

4  3)  tolli  alfD,  that  one  of  the  faid  poor  men  be 
c  Janitor  of  the  faid  hofpital  weekly,  having  the 
c  keys  of  the  doors  and  gates  thereof,  except  the 
c  keys  of  the  private  rooms ;  and  (hall  keep  this 
4  order ;  Firft,  in  the  morning,  he  fhall  open  the 

*  outrnoft  gate  and  door  in  the  houfe  and  chapel 
c  at  half  eight  hours,  that  they  may  go  and  hear 
4  public  prayers  and  fermon  in  the  church,  and 
<  that  fame  hour  mall  ring  the  bell  a  little,  that,  by 

*  ringing  thereof,  the  reft  being  awakened  may 
c  make  themfelves  ready  for  the  forefaid  exercifes. 
c  Moreover,  that  the  fame  Janitor  ring  the  bell 
6  about  nine  hours  in  the  morning,  and   three 
c  hours  in  the  evening,  to  hear  and  fee  fcriptures 
c  and  prayers  in  the  chapel,  and  from  thence  that 
c  they  go  to  their  own  private  rooms,  and  ufe  their 
c  trades  till  eleven  hours  in  the  forenoon,  and  fix 
c  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  convene  in  the  com- 
c  mon  hall,  and  by  an  common  provider  dine  and 
6  fup  together,  the  Hebdomader  ilill  giving  thanks. 
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and  holding  the  forefaid  place  (of  the 
•*  Holy  Trinity  Brethren)  with  their  haili  houfes, 
(  church-yard,  yards  and  pertinents  whatfoever, 

*  as  alfo,  the  lands,  annual-rents,  fruits,  profits 
6  and  emoluments  pertaining  to  the  faid  mona- 
f  fiery,  and  mortified  by  me.,  from  me  and  my 
'  heirs,  to  the  faids  poor  and  their  fuceffors,  who 
c  mail  be  put  into  the  faid  hofpital,  of  our  Sove- 

*  reign  Lord  the  King  and  his  fucceflbrs,  in  perpe- 
c  tual  elymofyne,  et  ad  manum  mortuam  for  ever, 
6  with  full  power,  faculty,  and  authority  to  the 
c  faid  poor,  by  their  Director  of  the  hofpital  and 
c  Confervators  forefaid,  to  exact,  crave,  uplift,  and 
f  receive  the  yearly  rents  from  the  perfons  due 
c  therefor,  and  failing  in  payment,  to  compel  them 

*  by  the  common  law  ;  and  all  and  fundry  other 
c  things  to  do,  ufe  and  exerce,  which  (hall  be 
c  needful  and  convenient  for  acquiring  of  pay- 
c  ment :  paying  therefor  yearly  and  daily  the  faid 
€  poor,  and  their  fqcceflbrs  remaining  in  the  faid 
c  hofpital,  to  our  King  and  his  fucceffbrs,  as  alfo 
£  to  the  faid  town  of  Aberdeen,  Magiftrates  and 
c  inhabitants  thereof,  the  offerings  of  divine  pray- 
•-  cr?.  5  referring  to  us,  during  all  the  time  of  our 

c  life- 
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6  lifetime,  the  power  of  the  patronage  and  dire&ion 
4  in  all  things,  as  {hall  feem  mod  expedient  to  be 
e  done,  gn  te&imonp  whereof,  &c." 

The  Charter  contains  only  the  above  particu 
lars,  extended  in  the  ufual  form,  and  confirmed 
by  royal  authority.  Though  j£v  Corporations  be 
the  number  mentioned,  in  the  original  deed,  Dr. 
Guild  afterwards  admitted  zfeventh,  the  Corpora 
tion  of  F/e/hers,  to  a  mare  in  the  benefit  of  his  hof- 
pital,  by  an  act  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Convener  Court.  He  had  referved  to  himfelf, 
during  his  lifetime,  a  power  of  "  patronage  and 
"  direction  in  all  things,  as  mould  feem  inoft  ex- 
"  pedient  to  be  done ;"  but  he  left  the  deed  of 
foundation  the  fame,  in  its  eflentials,  as  originally 
framed. 

An  afyium  having  thus  been  provided,  for  in 
digent  members  of  the  Corporations,  benevolence 
alfo  exerted  itfelf,  in  behalf  of  their  Widows  and 
children.  The  fund  for  a  provifion  for  their  Wi 
dows  (mentioned  page  109)  is  fupported  by, 

I.  An  yearly  fixed  payment  of  a  ftipulated  fum, 
from  the  unappropriated  funds  of  the  Trades  Hof- 
pital. 

II.  A 
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II.  A  grant,  from  the  Convener  Court,  of  all 
the  collections  and  contributions,  paid  by  En 
trants,  formerly  for  the  fupport  of  the  Fabric. 

JII.  A  fixed  yearly  payment  of  a  ftipulated  fum, 
from  the  unappropriated  funds  of  each  of  the  fe- 
veral  Corporations. 

IV.  A  fixed  contribution,  from  all  the  mem 
bers  of  any  of  the  Corporations,  who  were  origi 
nal  fubfcribers  to  the  fcheme. 

V.  Contributions  from  all  future  Entrants — 
viz.  From  every  Entrant  into  any  of  the  feparate 
Trades,  either  being  ^freeman's  Son,  or  who  has 
regularly  fer-ved an  apprenticeship  to  a  member  of  any 
of  the  Trades,  a  contribution,  at  his  admiflion,  of 
the  fum  of  two  pounds  two  Jhilllngs  fterling,  pro 
viding  he  be  at  the  time  under  40  years  of  age ; 
and  of  the  fum  of  three  pounds  three /hillings  fterlg. 
in  cafe  he  be  above  that  age :  and,  from  all  ex 
traneous  entrants^  not  being  either  freemen's  fons, 
or  who  have  not  ferved  a  regular  apprenticefhip, 
a  contribution  of  the  fum  of  four  pounds  flerling, 
in  cafe  they  are  not  above  30  years  of  age;  if  above 
30,  and  under  40,  a  contribution  of  the  fum  of 

Jive  pounds  fterling ;  and  if  above  40,  at  the  time 

of 
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of  their  admiffion,  a  contribution  of  the  fum  of 
Jtx  pounds  fterling.  Extraneous  Entrants,  who 
may  happen  to  be  married  to  freemen's  daughters, 
are  liable  only  in  the  contribution  payable  by 
freemen's  fons  and  apprentices. 

VI.  A  tax  upon  the  marriages  of  contributors, 
of  one  pound  fterling,  for  a  firft  marriage ;  two 
pounds  fterling,  for  a  fecond ;  and  three  pounds 
fterling,  for  a  third.  In  cafe  of  a  contributor 
marrying  a  widow  upon  the  fund,  he  is  not  liable 
to  the  tax. 

The  Box-mafter  for  the  time,  of  each  of  the 
Trades,  is  obliged  to  collect  all  the  dues  payable 
to  the  fund,  from  the  contributors  of  his  corpo 
ration,  and  to  pay  in  the  fame  regularly  to  the 
Treafurer ;  and  the  Mafter  of  Hofpital,  in  like 
manner,  is  obliged  to  collect  and  pay  the  contri 
butions,  from  the  members  of  the  Convener 
Court. 

This  fund  is  managed,  by  the  Convener  of  the 
Trades  for  the  time  being,  along  with  fourteen 
of  the  Contributors,  chofen,  two  from  each  cor 
poration,  by  the  members  therein  acceding  to 
the  fcheme.  An  annual  meeting  of  the  managers 

is 
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is  appointed  to  be  held,  upon  fazjirft  Tuefday  of 
May  yearly,  at  which  they  are  to  elect  one  of 
their  number  to  be  Treafurer,  for  one  year  only, 
who  has  the  power  of  calling  all  meetings  of  the 
managers  relative  to  the  fund  ;  and  no  bufmefs  is 
to  be  tranfa&ed  at  any  meeting,  without  eight  of 
the  managers  being  prefent.  Such  perfons  as 
are  in  arrear  to  the  fund,  are  difqualified  from 
being  elected  managers,  and  from  voting  in  any 
matter  relating  to  it. 

The  money  belonging  to  the  fund  is  laid  out, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  purchafe  of  lands,  or 
upon  other  proper  fecurities  bearing  intereft,  in 
the  name  of  the  Treafurer,  and  under  fpecial 
qualifications.  It  was  at  firfl  allowed  to  accumu 
late  for  feven  years ;  and,  from  Whitfunday  1778 
to  Wbltfunday  1788,  an  annuity  of  five  founds 
flerling  was  appointed  to  be  paid,  to  every  Wi 
dow  entitled.  From  Whitfunday  1788,  the  whole 
yearly  income  of  the  fund,  after  deducting  the 
neceffary  expence  of  management,  became  divi- 
iible  among  the  "Widows,  by  way  of  annuity  ; 
except  the  fum  of  ten  pounds  flerling  yearly,  which 
is  always  to  be  added  to  the  capital  floe 

If 
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If  any  of  the  contributors  die  in  arrear  to  the 
fund,  leaving  a  widow  entitled  to  an  annuity,  the 
one  half  of  her  annuity  is  to  be  deducted,  until 
the  arrear  and  intereft  due  thereon  be  paid.  In 
one  cafe,  the  widow  is  not  to  draw  any  annuity 
from  the  fund,  till  fhe  be  at  lead  fifty  years  of 
age  ;  viz.  if  any  contributor,  after  he  is  put  upon 
the  charitable  funds  of  the  Trade  to  which  he  be 
longs,  marry  a  young  woman,  and  die,  leaving 
her  a  widow  entitled  to  claim  the  benefit  of  the 
fund. 

There  are  two  yearly  meetings  of  all  the  Con  * 
tributors,  the  one  upon  the  laft  Tuefday  of  April  * 
and  the  other  upon  the  laft  Tuefday  of  Oftober; 
when  the  quantum  of  the  annuity  to  be  paid,  for 
the  fubfequent  half-year,  is  fettled;  and  a  roll 
made  up  of  the  widows,  from  lifts  given  in  by  the 
Deacon  and  Clerk  of  each  Trade,  to  which  the 
huCbands  of  fuch  widows  belonged  ;  which  roll 
is  figned  by  the  Prefes  in  prefence  of  the  meeting, 
and  delivered  to  the  Treafurer,  with  a  warrant 
for  payment  of  the  annuities.  Thofe  widows, 
who  do  not  refide  in  Aberdeen,  muft  tranfmit  to 
the  Treafurer,  at  every  time  they  draw  their  an- 
K  nuity, 
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auity,  a  certificate  from  the  Minifter  and  two  El 
ders  of  the  parifh  where  they  refide,  of  their  being 
alive  and  unmarried. 

Should  a  Contributor  incline  to  fink  any  fum 
of  money  upon  an  annuity  for  life,  on  the  fecurity 
of  this  fund,  the  managers  have  power  to  treat, 
and  to  conclude  an  agreement  with  him.  There 
is  alfo  a  power  referved  to  alter,  or  add  to,  the 
original  Articles,  as  experience  may  fuggeft  the 
propriety,  in  order  to  bring  the  fcheme  to  greater 
perfection.  But  all  fuch  alterations,  or  additions, 
muft  previoufly  be  fubmitted  to  the  confideration 
of  the  fever al  Corporations ;  and,  before  they 
can  be  adopted,  muft  have  the  confent  and  ap 
probation,  in  fome  cafes,  of  five  of  the  Corpora 
tions  ;  in  other  cafes,  of  three-fourth  parts  of 
the  whole  contributors. 

The  Managers  and  Treafurer  have  always  dif- 
covered  a  very  laudable  defire,  to  render  the 
fund  as  beneficial  as  poiTible.  Every  unneceflary 
expence  has  been  carefully  avoided;  and  the 
divifible  produce  of  the  fund,  regularly  paid  to 
the  Annuitants. 

Since  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Trades'  HofpitaJ, 

the 
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the  Corporations  have  received,  at  different  times? 
other  donations  and  legacies,  which  are  placed  by 
the  Donors  under  the  fame  management  and  in- 
fpeclion,  as  the  common  funds  of  the  Hofpital, 
though  not  deftined  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Of 
thefe  donations,  which  are  in  general  for  the  fup- 
port  and  education  of  the  Children  of  artificers, 
one  of  the  firft  was  given  by  Mrs  Jean  Guild,  the 
Dodor's  fitter. 

But,  next  to  Dr.  Guild  himfelf,  the  perfon  who 
muft  be  confidered,  as  the  greateft  benefactor  to 
the  Incorporated  Trades  of  Aberdeen,  unquef- 
tionably  was  Mr.  Robert  Gordon^  the  founder  of 
the  hofpital  which  bears  his  name.  He  did  not 
indeed  increafe  the  number  of  the  funds  under 
their  management,  nor  enlarge  their  patronage ; 
but  he  gave  them,  notwithftanding,  a  mod  im 
portant  and  durable  teftimony  of  his  benevolent 
regard. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  chari 
table  inllitution,  founded  by  Mr.  Gordon,  is  vef- 
ted  in  the  Provoft,  Baillies,  Town-council,  and 
four  Minifters  of  Aberdeen,  for  the  time  being9 
as  Patrons  and  Governors ;  and  its  primary 

K  2  defigB 
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defign  is  declared  to  be,  "  for  entertaining  and 
"  educating  Male  Children  and  Male  Grand-chil- 
"  dren  of  decayed  Merchants  and  Bretnreu  of 
"  Guild  [Merchant  Burgeffes~j  of  Aberdeen." 

A  preference  is  appointed,  by  the  founder,  to 
be  given  to  boys  of  the  name  of  Gordon,  of  the 
name  of  Menzies,  and  of  any  other  name  who  are 
bis  relations,  "  all  of  them  being  ftillfons  or  gran$- 
"fons  of  Burghers  of  Guild:9 

The  fons  and  grand-fons  of  "  any  other  perfons., 
"  who  are,  or  have  been  Burghers  of  Guild ^  and 
"  i&y&lndwellm  within  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen" 
are  placed  next  in  the  order  of  election,  prefcribed 
by  Mr.  Gordon. 

After  them  he  ranks,  among  thofe  for  whom 
his  hofpital  was  intended,  "  the  fons  or  grand-fons 
"  of  Tradefrhen  [Artificers]  of  Aberdeen,  being 
"  Freemen  and  Burgefles  thereof;"  with  prefe 
rence  among  them,  in  the  fame  order,  as  among 
the  ions  and  grand-fons  of  Burghers  of  Guild. 

This  is  indeed  a  privilege  of  more  value,  to  the 
families  of  decayed  and  indigent  members  of  the 
Incorporated  Trades,  than  any  other  to  which  they 
have  a  title.  Though  they  have  not  thefirft,  nor 

even 
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even  the  fecond  claim,  to  the  benefit  of  the  hofpital, 
yet  applications  for  admiflion,  from  the  fons  or 
grand-fons  of  Burgefs  Tradefmen,  are  very  rarely 
unfuccefsful  in  the  ifiue. 

It  is  now  an  eftablifhed  rule,  that  the  boys  who 
are  admitted  muft  not,  at  the  time  of  their  election, 
be  under  nine  years  of  age,  nor  above  twelve ; 
nor  can  they,  according  to  the  deed  of  foundation^ 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hofpital,  after  the  age 
of  fixteen.  But  before  that  period,  they  are  ge 
nerally  fit  for  bufinefs,  and  are  put  out  as  appren 
tices  to  merchants,  artificers,  and  others,  accord 
ing  to  their  genius  and  inclination.  Their  ap 
prentice-fee  is  paid,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Hof 
pital  ;  and  if  they  behave  well,  during  all  the  years 
of  their  apprenticefhip,  the  Governors  are  em 
powered  to  give  each  of  them,  at  the  firft  term 
after  its  expiration,  a  gratuity  of  five  pounds 
fterling,  to  aflift  them  in  beginning  trade.  Hence, 
among  many  other  advantages  derived  from  this 
Taluable  inftitution,  the  Merchants  and  Incorpo 
rated  Trades  of  Aberdeen  are  indebted  to  it,  for  a 
regular  fucceflion  of  apprentices,  the  moft  likely, 
from  their  education  and  future  views,  to  approve 

them- 
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themfelves  faithful,  and  felicitous  to  deferve  the 
approbation  of  their  mailers.  Hence,  it  may  be 
added,  Society  in  general  is  indebted  to  this  in- 
ftitution,  for  many  ufeful  and  refpectable  mem* 
bers,  who  might  otherwife  have  been,  even  worfe 
than  ufelefs.  Indigence,  neglected  and  unprin 
cipled,  is  dangerous  to  fociety,  as  well  as  wretched 
in  itfelf. 

To  venerate  the  memory  of  the  generous  and 
charitable  men,  by  whofe  bounty  inftitutions 
have  been  eftablifhed,  which  are  fo  eminently  cal 
culated  to  prevent  this  formidable  evil,  and  to  dif- 
fufe  among  mankind  fo  much  good,  is  a  tribute 
which  grateful  pofterity  will  delight  to  pay.  Let 
us  honour,  as  we  ought,  the  channels  through 
which  we  have  received  fuch  bleflings.  But, 
let  us  ever  afcribe  the  glory  to  THE  GREAT 
BENEFACTOR  OF  ALL— THE  FATHER 
OF  LIGHTS—FROM  WHOM  COMETH 
DOWN  EVERY  GOOD,  AND  EVERY 
PERFECT  GIFT.  AMEN. 

THE    END* 
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